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“| Thirst” 
By Honoria Traill 


669 THIRST,” He cried, 

The blessed Son of God, 

The while His crimson lifeblood 
Stained the sod, 

He thirsted — 

He who made the myriad streams 
That gushed from mountainsides 
In jeweled gleams — 

He thirsted — 
Yet no water did they bring 
Unto that thorn-crowned King. 


He rose again, 
The blessed Son of God, 

His nail-pierced feet were prest 
Upon the sod; 

And to all thirsty souls 
Along life’s way i 

He gives the living water 

' Day by day; 

He suffered thirst for us 
On Calvary, 

That you and I might never 
Thirsty be. 

we 


Childish or Childlike? 


What did the Lord Jesus intend to 
teach when He set a child in the midst 
of the disciples? The occasion and His 
own words give the answer. The dis- 
ciples “had disputed among themselves, 
who should be the greatest” (Mark 9: 


34). Therefore He must have wanted to 
show them the danger of desiring pre- 
eminence. Matthew tells us that He 
pointed out that a child is humble and 
trustful (18:4, 6). We are to be “as lit- 
tle children” 
However, there is a shade of difference, 
which the dictionary sanctions, between 
“childish” and “childlike.” But this 
slight variation in meaning can make 
a very gteat difference in the spiritual 
realm. One is often thought to be child- 
ish who is fretful, selfish, quick-tem- 
pered, stubborn. But to be childlike, in 
the best sense, is to be humble, trustful, 
hopeful, looking for guidance, and living 
cheerfully in the present, without re- 
morse for the past or anxiety for the 
future. The disciples had had a child- 
ish quarrel; our Lord urged them tB be 
childlike. Only perfect love, shed abroad 
in the heart by the Spirit, can enable 
a Christian to say of spiritual things, 
“When I became a man, I put away child- 
ish things” (1 r. 13:11). We are to 
“grow up into him in all things, which 
is the head, even Christ” (Eph. 4:15). 


- 
True Optimism 


As faith without works is dead, so 
faith without a worthy object is futile. 
There is a popular philosophy that tells 
men just to have faith, and they will 


bd 


in humility and faith. - 


succeed. They are told to have faith 
in themselves, faith in others, and faith 
in the goodness of things in general. 
But this is a broken staff when the way 
grows long, or a foundation of sand in 
the storm. The best of men are fallible 
—and the worst are fiendish. Only faith 
in God can sustain us in this life and 
carry us through the valley of the 
shadow of death. A cheering message 
has recently arrived in a missionary let- 
ter from China. It was written early this 
year by Mr. Herman Becker, of the 
Liebenzeller Mission, which is associ- 
ated with the China Inland Mission. 
“Looking back over the year 1946,” 
writes Mr, Becker, “we can say with 
Psalm 126:3, ‘The Lord hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad.’ Our 
New Year optimism is: “To morrow the 
Lord will do wonders among you’ (Josh. 
3:5). In this New Year we will reach 
out for bigger things rather than to curl up 
in our little shells and snarl at the world, 
or at the work.” That is true optimism — 
one that does not look in, or around, 
but up, to “the Lord God, the God of 
Israel, who only doeth wondrous things” 
(Psa. 72:18). When these lines are read, 
the year will be nearly one-fourth over, . 
but there is still plenty of time for this 

“New Year optimism.” Surely He has 
already done some wonders among us. 
Let us “have faith in God,” and look 


-expectantly for more. - 


Resurrection Faith and Hope 


resurrection of Christ com- 

pletely transfigured the face of 
death for the Apostle Paul. Death 

was no longer feared as a foe,’ but wel- 
comed and embraced as a friend. It 
was not the end of all things, but the 
beginning of a richer, larger, fuller life, 
a life free from all the ills of this pres- 
ent life. Paul did not regard death as 
an irreparable loss, but as a priceless 
gain — “For to me to live is Christ, and 








Cemfort for Dark Days 
“Trust . . . in the living God, 


who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17). 





to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). The execu- 
tioner’s block did not dismay or distress 
him, for he knew death would bring him 
into the immediate presence of his dear 
Redeemer — “absent from the body... 
present with the Lord” (2 Cor. .5:8). 
He knew Christ had triumphed over 
death, for he had seen Him face to face: 
By His stupendous act in rising from the 
dead, He had decisively proved Himself 
to be “the Son of God with power” . 
(Rom. 1:4). Having committed his soul 

into the safekeeping of the Lord of death 
and of life, Paul feared nothing. Christ 
by His vicarious sacrifice for sin had 
removed the sting from death, thus ren- 
dering it harmless, and by His victory 
over death robbed the grave of its gloom 
and terror. For the apostle “death is 
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swallowed up‘in victory,” and he lifts 
up his heart in gratitude and exultation 
to God who “giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 
15: 54-57). 

The fact that Christ came from Heaven 
and lived, died, rose again, and ascended 
into Heaven discloses a real connection 
between this world and the next. It is 
unnecessary to prove a world beyond by 
argument; here is One who is in it. 
Christ’s resurrection was not a return 
to this life with its wants, limitations, 
temptations, but a rising into a life where 
sorrow, suffering, and death are ended 
forever (Rev. 21:4). The day came when 
the disciples saw Christ enter the realm 
from which He had come; then His deity 
was established beyond all doubt: “They 
worshipped him, and returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy” (Luke 24:51, 52). 
They knew then that Heaven was a real- 
ity, and such was their confidence in 
their Lord that they knew they, too, 
wouRi triumph over death, and be with 
Him forever. When the Holy Spirit was 
given at Pentecost, they knew not only 
that Christ was exalted at the Father’s 
right hand, but that “all power and 
authority” was given unto Him, and His 
power was available to them. 

As believers we have trusted our souls 
to a risen Saviour who lives in a real 
world. It, is supernatural, eternal; not 
subject to the law of change, decay, and 
death. If we could only realize more 
fully the significance of this great act of 
trust, it would have a transforming effect 
upon life, it would remove from our 
hearts many a fear and anxiety. Think 
of it—we have trusted our souls for 
all eternity into the hands of a risen 
Christ. If we can do such a big thing 
as that, surely we can trust all our pres- 
ent concerns, during our brief sojourn 
on earth, into His safekeeping. The fear 
of life, of death, which haunts so many 
professing Christians, certainly shows a 
lack of faith,in Christ, in Heaven. If we 
really believed in Christ, in the realm 
in which He lives, and in which He has 
promised we shall dwell, then fear would 
vanish, we should possess a new confi- 
dence, freedom, peace, and power, a new 
incentive to: walk in the path of obe- 
dience, service, and self-sacrifice. 

Only those who belive in the risen 
Christ, as now living in Heaven, can 
really help their fellows in the present 
life. Those who live and labor only for 
this world, and who deny there is a 
future life, have nothing to offer sor- 
rowing and suffering humanity as it 
nears the grave. They have no word of 
hope for the bereaved and the dying, no 
word of comfort for the oppressed and 
despairing. They would extinguish, if 
they only could, that deep instinct in man 
which tells him that he “‘was not made 
to die.” “Dust thou art, to dust return- 
est,” says the poet, “was not spoken of 
the soul.” In the heart of man there is 
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an undying hope that this life will have 
the explanation and culmination in a 
nobler life above. Just at this moment 
has come a letter from a very old man, 
one who in his lifetime rarely went to 
church, yet he now looks forward, 
through God’s good grace, to life and 
not to death. 

The heart of man rebels at the som- 
ber creed which declares that death is 
the end of all things. God does not set 
instincts and desires in our hearts merely 
to mock and disappoint us. He who 
has implanted the instinct and hope of 
immortality within the heart will not 
fail us. The Lord Jesus has confirmed 
the divinely-given instinct by assuring 
us that there is a life, a home beyond 
this mortal scene, and He knows, because 
He came from His Father’s home and 
now sits on the right hand of His Father 
on high today. His great affirmation that 
death is not the end of all things, but 
for believers the entrance’ into His 
Father’s home has brought hope, com- 
fort, and inspiration to millions of lives. 
The materialist looks forward to the day 
when this hope of Heaven will ultimately 
be extinguished, “for the good of the 
race.” His is a vain hope, and many 
materialists have come to see in old age 
that only in Christian faith have they 
be@n able to find consolation and hope 
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in the hour of bereavement and of ap- 
proaching death. Their old material- 
istic creed failed them in their hour of 
direst need. 

We live in an age of disillusionment 
and despair. For the millions who have 
lived through two wars life has never 
been the same again. They have seen 
their nearest and dearest cut off in the 
flower of youth; their hopes have been 
shattered, and the things they lived for 
— wealth, social prestige, politics, pleas- 
ures — now seem so trivial. This is the 
hour of opportunity for those of us who 
are rejoicing in the hope of the Gospel. 
We have the only message that can bring 
hope to those who have been crushed 
and wounded in soul. The sweet con- 
soling words of Christ bring pardon to 
the sinner, comfort to the sad, hope to 
the despairing. He gives man something 
to live for so that he is able to rise above 
past failures, sorrows, disappointments, 
and to put his heart and soul into the 
present. When one is sustained by the 
assurance of God’s forgiveness and the 
hope of a glorious future, life is com- 
pletely transformed, and death loses its 
face of gloom and terror. The trustful 
believer grows old tranquilly and beau- 
tifully, knowing he is traveling not to 
the grave but to his Father’s home, not 
to endless silence but to eternal glory. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Was the Crucifixion Darkness 
an Eclipse? 


I am a regular reader of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot TrmMEs. I am reading Moffatt’s 
translation of the New Testament — 
my first reading, probably my last 
reading. 


In Luke 23:44, 45 we read, “And it 
was about the sixth hour, and ‘there 
was a darkness over all the earth un- 
til the ninth hour. And the sun was 
darkened” (A.V.). 
Moffatt’s translation reads, “At this 
time it was about twelve o’clock, and 
darkness covered the whole land until 
three o’clock; owing to an eclipse of 
the sun.” 
We are taught that all eclipses of the 
sun nope at the time of the new 
moon inston’s Encyclopedia). Will 
the record of the eclipse support Mof- 
fatt’s translation, “Owing to an eclipse 
of the sun”?—A New York reader. 
Dr. Moffatt is not the first to endeavor 
to explain away the supernatural dark- 
ness that covered the earth from the 
sixth to the ninth hour on the day on 
which the Lord Jesus hung upon the 
cross, giving His life a ransom for many. 
But, in asking his readers to believe that 
this darkness was the result of an eclipse 
of the sun, Dr. Moffatt calls for a stretch 
of the imagination far beyond the realm 
of probability. The verb “was dark- 
ened,” in Luke 23:45, is in the Greek 
skotizo, which comes from the, root, 
skotos, meening “darkness.” 

In the article, “Setting the Date for 
Easter,” by John W. Lane, Jr., on page 


i 


_ 

280, in this issue of THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Tres, the method used by the Jews of 
our Lord’s day in fixing the time of the 
Passover is outlined. It is unthinkable 
that the priests, whose duty it was to 
see that the religious feasts and cere- 
monies came at the proper times during 
the year, should have been careless in 
the observance of the greatest feast of 
all, the Passover Feast, in the year that 
the Lord was crucified. According to 
the instruction in the Jewish Law (Exod. 
12 and Deut. 16), the Passover lamb was 
to be slain on the fourteenth day of the 
first month of the year, originally called 
Abib, but later named Nisan. On the 
evening of that day, which would be 
the fifteenth of Nisan, since the new 
day began at sundown, the Passover 
lamb was roasted and eaten. 

All of the Jewish months began with 
the visible new moon, and were deter- 
mined by observation. Thus they began 
not more than one or two days after 
the astronomical new moon. The four- 
teenth and fifteenth days of the month 
of Nisan, therefore, must have occurred 
within one or two days of the astronomi- 
cal full moon. 

Now we cannot say today, with cer- 
tainty, that the Lord was crucified on 
a certain specific date, but it is clear 
from .the New Testament record that, 
whatever the date, the Lord Jesus was 
crucified either on the day of the Jewish 


(Continued on page 282) 
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Recorded Appearances of 


How He was seen by many between His 
resurrection and —— pependeeie | aru 


ee ee 


the Risen Saviour 


By H. A. IRONSIDE, Litt.D. 


G the forty days between our 
D Lord’s resurrection and His as- 
cension to Heaven, we are told 
that He “shewed himself alive after his 
passion by many infallible proofs,” and 
that He was seen of His disciples forty 
days, during which time He instructed 
them concerning the Kingdom of God 
and the coming of the Holy Spirit, who 
was to baptize them into one body and 
empower them for service (Acts 1:1-6). 
We are not told explicitly just how fre- 
quently: He appeared to His followers, 
but there are at least nine definite times 
mentioned in the Gospels and the first 
chapter of the Acts when He manifested 
Himself to them. It will be profitable 
to consider these in order, so far as we 
are able to trace out the sequence of 
each event. 

He first made Himself known to the 
women, who came very early in the 
morning of the first day of the week, in- 
tending to complete the preparation of 
His body for final interment. They were 
amazed when they found the stone rolled 
back from the éntrance to the cave in 
which that body had been placed on 
the evening of His death. Assured by 
the angels that He was risen from the 
dead, they departed to convey the news 
to the eleven disciples. But as they 
went, Jesus met them, greeting them 
with the triumphant words, “All hail.” 
In loving reverence they bowed before 
Him and held Him by the feet as they 
worshiped Him. As they thus laid hold 
of those blessed feet, so shortly before 
nailed to the cross of shame, they knew 
it was not a disembodied spirit who had 
appecred to them, but their Lord Him- 
self in His resurrection body —a mate- 
rial body — although no longer subject 
to the conditions He had taken upon 
Him in the days of His humiliation. So 
they hastened to convey the message 
with joy to the Eleven, that Jesus had 
indeed triumphed over death and was 
soon to keep His rendezvous with them, 
as He had promised, in Galilee. 


The Appearance to Mary Magdalene 
Mary Magdalene had not gone on with 
the rest of the women when they left 
the tomb, but lingered in the garden 
near by, wondering at the words spoken 
by the angel, but still unassured that the 


body of the Lord had not been surrepti- | 


tiously removed from the sepulcher. The 
two angels -inquired, “Woman, why 


weepest thou?” She replied, “Because . 


they have taken away my Lord, and I 
know not where they have laid him.” 
As she turned from them, the form of 
a man appeared before her, whom she, 
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Our Lord Jesus “rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures.” 
Skeptics have tried to break down 
this foundation truth by saying that 
His resurrection was only spiritual. 
But the Scriptures give abundant 
evidence that He rose in the same 
body in which He was crucified, 
though it was glorified through res- 
urrection. He was seen and recog- 
nized by many who had known Him, 
and He walked, talked, and partook 
of food with His disciples.. In this 
article Dr. Ironside reviews nine dif- 
ferent occasions on which the Lord 
Jesus appeared after His resurrection. 








as she looked upon Him through her 
tear-dimmed eyes, supposed was the 
gardener, or custodian of the plot of 
ground contiguous to the tomb. He, too, 
asked, “Woman, why weepest thou?” 
She replied, without naming Him, “Sir, 
if thou have borne him hence, tell me 
where thou hast laid him, and,I will 
take him away.” She was so occupied 
with the One to whom she owed so 
great a debt of love that she seemed to 
think everyone would understand to 
whom she referred. 

Jesus responded by calling her name, 
“Mary.” Something in the very tone 
of His voice roused her to keenness of 
perception and she recognized Him at 
once and exclaimed, “Rabboni,” which 
means, “My Master.” 

To her He said, “Touch [or cling to] 
me not, for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and 
your Father; and to my God, and your 
God.” Doubtless she would have held 
Him here, but the time had not come 
for Him to remain on earth. He must 
first go to the Father. (John 20: 1-18.) 

The third of these Christophanies, so 
far as we can judge, occurred when the 
unknown Stranger overtook Cleopas 
(Luke 24:18) and his companion on their 
way to Emmaus. As He listened to their 
conversation concerning Himself, His 
heart was moved, and drawing near* He 
put the question, “What manner of com- 
munications are these that ye have one 
to another, as ye walk, and are sad?” 

Astounded by such a question, they 
asked, “Art thou only a stranger in Jeru- 
salem, and hast not known the things 
which are come to pass there in these 
days?” 

In order to draw them out that they 
might give full expression to what He 
knew so well, He asked, “What things?” 


SH | 
In reply they told Him of Jesus of Naza- 
reth whom they were assured was a 
pfdphet and whom they had hoped was 
the promised Messiah, but who appar- 
ently had ullified their hopes by His 
t the hands of His foes. But 


_alreadyethe report of His resurrection 


had come to them through the wonien, 
who declared they had seen and spoken 
with Him. All this perplexed and trou- 
bled them. Then we are told that He 
showed them how all of these things 
were in fulfillment of the predictions 
contained in. the Word of God, “arid be- 
ginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the scrip- 
tures the things concerning himself” 
(Luke 24:27). What a wonderful Bible 
reading must that have been! If it had 
only pleased God to preserve the record 
of it, other commentaries would never 
have been needed, so far as the Old 
Testament prophecies in regard to Christ 
are con¢gerned. But we read, “It is the 
glory of God to conceal a thing: but 
the honour of kings is to search out a 
matter” (Prov. 25:2). He would have us 
manifest the kingly spirit and search the 
Scriptures for ourselves. 

Some time on this same day Jesus met 
with Simon Peter for a private inter- 
view (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5). We 
know nothing of the particulars.. What 
passed between them was not for others 
to enter into. It was the Shepherd seeking 
out and restoring the soul of His wan- 
dering sheep. 


In the Upper Room 


When the two disciples returned from 
Emmaus in haste, anxious to apprise the 
Eleven of their interview with Jesus, 
they found them gathered together (with 
the: exception of Thomas) in an upper 
room, and as they entered they were 
greeted with the words, “The Lord is 
risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon.” Then they told of their own 
experience. 

As they were speaking, Jesus Him- 
self suddenly appeared in the midst, al- 
though all doors were shut. He greeted 
them with the words, “Peace be unto 
you,” and then in order to give them un- 
mistakable evidence that it was indeed 
He who stood before them, He showed 
them His hands and His feet, still bear- 
ing the marks of the print of the nails. 
He assured them that there was no need 
to be troubled, or to doubt or fear, de- 
claring: “Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and 
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me have.” For further proof 
He inquired for and received food at 
their hands, eating a piece of broiled 
fish and a honeycomb. 

Following this remarkable demonstra- 
tion, He commissioned them to go forth 
to represent Him if the world. “As my 
Father hath sent me,” He said, “even so 
send‘I you.” Following this, He breathed 
upon them, as the last Adam, a quick- 
ening Spirit, saying, “Receive ye the 









































































280 (4) * 


Holy Ghost: whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained” 
(John 20: 21-23). 

The full meaning of these words may 
not have been clear at the time, but 
they understood them later when they 
went forth proclaiming remission of sins 
to all who believed on Jesus and warn- 
ing of judgment upon all who spurned 
His grace. 

Thomas, we learn, was not present on 
this occasion (John 20:24), and when 
he was told of this later he expressed 
himself skeptically, exclaiming, “Except 
I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into his 
side, I will not believe.” 

A week went by, and when the next 
first day arrived and all the Eleven were 
together, Jesus appeared again to them 
and addressed Himself particularly to 
Thomas; so confirming his faith that he 
boldly exclaimed, “My Lord and my 
God.” . Upon this, Jesus gave him a 
special word of encouragement, pro- 
nouncing a blessing upon him and upon 
those in future days who should believe 
although they should not be privileged 
to see as Thomas did. 

It is not easy to determine just which 
of the recorded appearances came next 
in order. But most students of the Word 
consider that in all likelihood it was the 
scene at the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus 
stood on the shore as His disciples were 
returning from a night of fruitless toil. 
When, acting upon His direction, they 
cast the net on the right side of the 
ship and they were astonished at the 
multitude of fishes taken, they knew at 
once who it was that had thus com- 
manded them. When they came to shore 

and partook of the breakfast He pro- 
vided, He publicly restored Peter to his 
place among the apostles upon his con- 
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fession of love for the One he had once 
denied (John 20). 

It was after this, in all probability, 
that Jesus appeared to the Eleven at the 
appointed place on a mountain in Gali- 
lee. There He gave a further commis- 
sion, bidding them go and disciple~ all 
nations, baptizing and instructing them 
in the name ‘of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and promis- 
ing to be with them to the end of the 
age. The form of the commission as 
given in Mark 16:15-18 may also have 
been given son this occasion, although 
some think it refers to the time men- 
tioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, when 
He appeared to five hundred brethren 
at once. 

Luke gives us the last of these Chris- 
tophanies, when He revealed more fully 
the nature of the message they were to 
carry to the world, proclaiming repent- 
ance and remission of sins through His 
name. They were to begin at Jerusa- 
lem, then reach out into Judea and Sa- 
maria, and so go on to the uttermost 
parts of the world. 

Promising the power of the Holy Spirit 
to enable them to witness convincingly, 
He lifted up His hands in blessing and 
then, before their astounded gaze, as- 
cended to Heaven. 

Assured by all they had heard and 
seen that He who had died was alive 
again, they went forth to bear witness, 
and thus began that testimony which is 
still being carried from land to land and 
which proves its truthfulness by what it 
does. 

The Book of -the Acts gives us the be- 
ginning of this marvelous story. The 
history of the Church of God down 
through the centuries proves that the 
living Christ is still working with and 
using the witnesses to His resurrection. 


CHICAGO. 


Setting the Date for Easter 


The generally accepted ecclesiastical method, and how it come into use 


. 


F YOU were asked, “On what date 

does Easter come, this year?” you 
would probably reach for a calendar or 
an almanac, and reply very quickly that 
Easter comes on April 6. If you had an 
advance copy of the calendar for 1948, 
you might even determine that Easter, 
in that year, will come on March 28. 
But what would you do if, like those 
who prepare calendars, or must work 
far ahead on church and Sunday school 
literature and lesson helps, you needed 
to know the date dn which Easter will 
fall for the next five years or more? 
Why is it, with most holidays occurring 
regularly on the same dates, Easter 
moves about, sometimes occurring in 
March and sometimes in April, and never 


By JOHN .W. LANE, Jr. 


on the same date twice in succession? 
We know that the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, which Christians commemo- 
rate on Easter day, occurred shortly after 
the Jewish Passover. This fact is estab- 
lished by many references in the four 
Gospels. Some Bible students hold that 
the Lord Jesus was crucified on a Pass- 
over day, having eaten the Passover 
meal with His disciples on the evening 
before. Some equally sincere Bible stu- 
dents believe that the Last Supper was 
eaten in the evening as the “day of 
preparation” began, which day was ob- 
served one day before the Passover Sab- 
bath, and that the Lord hung on the 
cross and yielded up His life at the very 
time when the Passover lambs were be- 


‘40; 1 Cor. 15:4). 
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ing slain in the Temple, in preparation 
for the Passover feast which began that 
evening after sundown. There are a 
number of indications in John’s Gospel 
that lend support to this view. 

We know also that the Lord Jesus 
rose from the dead on “the third day,” 
as is stated many times in the Scriptures 
(Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; Luke 9:22; 18: 
$3; 24:7, 46; Mark 9:31; 10:34; Acts 10: 
The traditional view, 
and that held by many Bible students, is 
that the three days are reckoned by 
counting part of the day of the Cruci- 
fixion and part of the day of the Resur- 
rection as two days, plus one whole day 
between. Some, however, in the light 
of the Lord’s own prophecy in Matthew 
12:40 that He must be “three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth,” 
believe that a full three days elapsed 
between the Crucifixion and the Resur- 
rection. Whichever of these views we 
accept, it should be realized that the 
Lord’s resurrection occurred not later 
than three full days after the Jewish 
Passover Sabbath. Thus, it would seem, 
at first glance, that fixing the date of 
Easter should be a comparatively simple 
matter. 

However, when we turn to the Jewish 
calendar to determine the date of the 
Passover, we encounter complications. 
The Hebrew or the Jewish year, in our 
Lord’s day, was based on a combination 
of lunar and solar years. In an ordinary 
Jewish year, there were twelve months, 
each beginning with a new moon, and 
continuing for twenty-nine or thirty 
days. However, since twelve months of 
this length do not produce sufficient days 
to equal the solar year of three hundred 
and sixty-five days, four years outof every 
eleven were made leap years by adding 
an extra month of twenty-nine days at 
the end of the calendar year. This ad- 
justment was regulated by the priests, 
whose duty it was to see that the vari- 
ous feasts were duly observed at the 
proper seasons of the year, and thus the 
lunar year was corrected to agree with 
the soiar year four times in every eleven 
years. 

The instructions that God gave to His 
Chosen People concerning the observ- 
ance of the Passover are found in Exodus 
12 and Deuteronomy 16. Here we learn 
that the Passover lamb was +o be slain 
on the fourteenth day of the first month 
of the year, originally called Abib, but 
later named Nisan. On the evening of 
that day, which according to the Hebrew 
reckoning would be the fifteenth of 
Nisan, since the new day began at sun- 
down, the Passover lamb was to be 
roasted and eaten. 

It is obvious that, since each Hebrew 
month began with the new moon, the 
fourteenth or fifteenth of the month 
merked the full moon. Thus the Pass- 
over was celebrated at the time of the 
full moon. That an effort was made to 

maintain this relationship between the 
Passover and the full moon, in adjusting 
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the lunar months with the solar year, is 
seen in the fact that, according to the 
International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia, “if, on the sixteenth of the month, 
Nisan, the sun had not reached the ver- 
nal equinox, that month was declared 
to be a leap month and the one following 
it became the first month of the year, 
or Nisan.” 

There is no mention in the New Testa- 
ment of the celebration of the Lord’s 
resurrection as a Christian festival. In 
fact, the ecclesiastical historian, Socrates 
(A.D, 440), states that neither Christ nor 
His apostles enjoined the keeping of 
this, or any other festival. “The apos- 
tles had no thought of appointing fes- 
tival days, but of promoting a life of 
blamelessness and picty,” he writes. 
However, when the observance of a spe- 
cial day was introduced in the early 
Christian church, bitter controversy 
soon developed. Some believers, prin- 
cipally Jewish Christians, insisted on 
keeping the day immediately foll6wing 
the fourteenth day of the moon in the 
month of Nisan, irrespective of what day 
of the week the time fell upon. Gen- 
tile Christians held that Friday should 
be kept as the commemoration of the 
Crucifixion, and that Sunday, or the first 
day of the week, should -be kept as the 
commemoration of the Resurrection, re- 
gardless of what particular day of the 
month was involved. For a time there 
was great confusion. At length, the 
Church of Rome, by decree, fixed the 
observance of the ‘Crucifixion on Friday, 
and the Resurrectiqn on the following 
. Sunday. This is alleged to have been 
done by Pope Pius I, in A.D. 147. Some 
of the Asiatic churches, however, con- 
tinued to observe the day of the month, 
rather than the day of the week, until, 
in A.D. 325, at the council of Nicea, it 
was agreed that the Resurrection should 
be celebrated on one and the same day 
throughout the world, and that this day 
should be Sunday. 

However, the matter was far from set- 
tled even by this august pronouncement. 
There was still no general agreement 
as to the cycle by which the particular 
Sunday on which Easter was to be ob- 
served was to be calculated, some 
churches following one rule, some an- 
other. 


. At length, four principal, points were 
agreed upon concerning Easter — (1) it 
must always be celebrated on a Sunday; 
(2) this Sunday must follow the four- 
teenth day of the paschal (or Passover) 
moon, so that if the fourteenth of the 
paschal moon falls on a Sunday, then 
Easter must be celebrated on the Sunday 
following; (3) the paschal moon is that 
on which the fourteenth day falls or 
next follows the day of the vernal 
equinox; (4) the equinox is fixed in- 
variably on the calendar on the twenty- 
first of March. It should be remem- 
bered that this regulation was based not 
on the true full moon, but wren a ful 
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moon reckoned according to certain pre- 
scribed tables. In general, the true or 
astronomical full moon occurs one or 
two days earlier. 

This ingenious but somewhat compli- 
cated method was invented by Lilius, a 
Neapolitan physician and astronomer, 
and has been followed largely down 
through the years to the present day. 
There has been some. variation in cal- 
culating the date in different parts of 
the world. Fogexample, it was not until 
A.D. 669 that the Roman method for 
calculating Easter was finally established 
in England. Then when the Julian cal- 
endar was adjusted by Gregory to our 
present system, the Russian and the 
Greek churches chose to remain under 
the older system, and this brought about 
a lack of uniformity, 

At the present time, however, most 
Roman Catholic and Protestant churches 
follow the same system. A series of 
tables are used by which the “Dominical 
Letter” for the year is first ascertained. 
This shows the relationship between the 
week and the year, and enables one to 
find the particular day of the week on 
which a given day of the year falls. 

Next the “Golden Number” for the 
year is found from the tables. This 
number indicates the relationship be- 
tween the solar year and the lunar 
months, and makes it possible to deter- 
mine at what times in the course of the 
year the new moons will occur. This 
information is further amplified by a 
table of “Epacts,” which takes into ac- 
count the corrections that must be made 
in the lunar cycle in constructing a per- 
petual calendar. 

Finally, by use of still another table, 
in which the “Dominical Letter” and 
“Epact” number are used, the date of 
Easter for any given year is found. 
Under this system, Easter Sunday can- 
not occur earlier than the twenty-second 
of March, or later than the twenty-fifth 
of April. 

It should be emphasized again that this 
method of reckoning is an ecclesiastical 
method, and not an astronomical one, 
although in general it does not vary 
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from the result that would be arrived at 
astronomically by more than one or two 
days. 

As has already been pointed out, the 
observance of Easter, although undoubt- 
edly established by the church at an 
early date, was enjoined neither by 
Christ nor the apostles. Some sincere 
believers, in the light of Galatians 4:10 
and Colossians 2:16, hold that no con- 
sideration should be given to Easter Sun- 
day beyond that of any other Lord’s Day. 
Origen, one of the early Church Fatheys, 
says that the Christian who dwells on 
the truths of Christ as our Passover and 
the gift of the Holy Ghost is every day 
keeping an Easter and Pentecostal feast. 
Chrysostom writes, “The whole of time 
is a festival unto Christians because of 
the excellency of the good things which 
have been given.” Certainly sincere be- 
lievers will deprecate the commercializa- 
tion that accompanies the observance 
of our modern Easter, and will want 
no part in the pagan legends and cus- 
toms that have crept into our Easter 
celebration in the form of the “Easter 
bunny,” which is supposed to bring eggs 
to good little children. 

On the other hand, there does not 
seem to be any good reason why sincere 
and earnest Christians should not recall 
and commemorate on this particular day 
of the year the Lord’s resurrection from 
the grave, and -proclaim that glorious 
truth with gladness and joy to the world. 
Certainly we can be reasonably sure 
that the date on which we commemorate 
in a special way the Lord’s resurrection 
is fairly close to the time of the year 
when He broke the bonds of death and 
the grave and rose in triumph to meet 
and greet His sorrowing disciples. Our 
first concern should be, however, that 
His resurrection life is filling our beings, 
and directing and empowering our lives 
every day of the year, and that we are 
gladly proclaiming, whenever we have 
the opportunity, and not merely on 
Easter Sunday, the great truth that He 
lives and is able to save to the utter- 
most all who come unto Him by faith. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Eight basic requirements she must meet 


HE Sunday school teacher has two 

kinds of work to do in the class. She 
is to win the lost for Christ and teach 
Christians the Word of God and the 
ways of God. ' 

In order to accomplish these two 
things, the teacher must meet certain 
requirements. The student will look at 
her life for evidence of the power of 
the message she presents. He will watch 
her manner of life, her dress, her con- 
versation, and will be imvressed either 


By WALTER L. WILSON, M.D. 


positively or negatively by what he sees 
in her. She should bé a good advertise- 
ment for the ministry she gives. 

1, The first requirement for the soul- 
winning teacher is-that she must be spir- 
itually minded. Sht must depend upon 
the Holy. Spirit for the material and the 
method of presenting it. The Scripture 


speaks of some who so spake that many - 


believed. Since it is possible so to speak 
that many will believe, it is also pos- 
sible so to speak that no one will believe. 
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2. The soul-winning teacher must be 
resourceful. She must look to the Spirit 
of God for the ability to say the right 
things in the right way so that each 
member of the class will get some por- 
tion for his heart. This may be illus- 
trated by the dining table. The mother 
fixes food for the baby, food for the chil- 
dren, and food for the old grandmother. 
There is hard food and soft food, sweet 
and sour, food for the weak and food 
for the strong. The table is spread so 
that everyone who sits around it may 
have something to eat. The soul-win- 
ning teacher must prepare a spiritual 
feast for her class in the same way. 
Only the Holy Spirit can enable her to 
have the varied ministry that is needful 
for the many kinds of hearts that will 
be present. . 

3. The soul-winning teacher must be 
earnest. If the scholars see that the 
teacher is not much interested in the 
lesson but is teaching as a matter of 
routine or as a sideline, they will not 
be attentive or show gny interest in 
what is being said. If the teacher is 
careless, the pupils will also be care- 
less. Therefore, the Sunday school 
teacher should have an intense earnest- 
ness and should realize that she is a 


‘channel used by the Lord to impress, 


influence, and change the lives of those 
who are sitting before her. 

4. The soul-winning teacher must 
make the lesson interesting to the child 
or pupil, so that it will be impressive 
and easily understood. The use of illus- 
trations is especially valuable for hold- 
ing ‘interest. These may be drawn from 
the animal kingdom, the mineral king- 
dom, or the vegetable kingdom, from the 
sky, the sea, or human society. All illus- 
trations should be pointed and of such 
a character that the scholars can under- 
stand easily. Proper illustrations can 
make a lesson so interesting that the 
children will sit on the edge of the seat 
waiting for the whole story. 

5. The soul-winning teacher must 
make the lesson clear and plain. She 
must have no doubts about the pupils 
understanding what she has taught. The 
only way to be sure of this is to ask 
questions which cannot be answered by 
“yes” or “no.” Ask questions which re- 
quire careful thought and intelligent an- 
swers. Sometimes it is necessary to pre- 
sent a truth in a number of different 
ways before the students fully under- 
stand. The Scripture says, “Cursed is he 
that doeth the work of the Lord negli- 
gently” (Jer. 48:10; marg.). Let us not 
be careless in handling young lives, but 
let us be earnest, careful, and thorough 
so that we know each student under- 
stands fully the truth presented. 

6. The soul-winning teacher must diag- 
nose each case and find the right medi- 
cine, for no individuals are alike. All 
of the members of the class will not re- 
spond to.the same message in the same 
way. Each person is an individual with 
his own personal thoughts and conclu- 
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sions. The teacher should not be in a 
hurry in making a diagnosis. There 
must be a thorough understanding of 
the individual’s mind and heart so that 
the proper message may be taken from 
the precious Word of God and applied 
to that soul. The diagnosis can best be 
affected by careful personal work. Deal 
with each student individually. Perhaps 
it must be done during the week. The 
child may be taken to a nice restaurant 
for a meal. This is alwys a thrill to 
the young person. On such occasions he 
will usually open up his heart and tell 
what is going on in his soul. The 
teacher should also visit in the home in 
order to see what the surroundings and 
influences are there. This will help her 
to know what remedy to apply in his 
particular case. 

The story is told of a young woman 
who had a class of girls about twenty 
years of age: There were about twenty- 
four girls in the class, all of them bright, 
intelligent, and educated girls, but none 
of them were saved. The teacher was 
quite discouraged because they did not 


‘ seem to respond to the Gospel. She said 


to her brother who was an evangelist, 
“Sam, I am going to give up my class 
because I am not able to win the girls. 
I am just wasting their time and mine.” 
He replied, “Elizabeth, do not give up 
the class until you have spent one night 
with God over each one of them person- 
ally and individually. Take your class 
roll, go into your reom, lock the door, 
and get on your knees and tell the Lord 
about each girl. Tell Him about each 
one’s characteristics and’ how she reacts 
to the message. Tell Him all that you 
know about each one and then plead 
with Him for each one personally. Look 
to the Spirit to give you wisdom in 
handling them and in knowing what to 
say to them. Please do not give up the 
class until you have done this.” 

She agreed and did as her brother had 
suggested. She began with the first 
name on the roll and told the Lord all 
that she knew about that one and then 
she took the second, the third, and so 
on down the list. The next Sunday as 
she gave the message two or three girls 
accepted the Saviour. During the next 
few weeks all had accepted Him. A care- 
ful.diagnosis of each case coupled with 
earnestness, thoughtfulness, and a deep 
desire to win each one worked won- 
ders in that class. It will be true in 
every class. 

7. The soul-winning teacher must 
learn to apply the right Scripture in each 
case. Just as there is such a thing as 
making the wrong diagnosis, so there 
is a possibility of giving the wrong medi- 
cine. All pupils will not be saved 
through that beautiful verse, John 3:16. 
Some will be saved through very un- 
usual passages of Scripture. The Holy 
Spirit is not bound to use any particu- 
lar line. He takes anything He wishes 
to take out of the Word and uses it to 
bring light and life to souls. The teacher 
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under the guidance of the Spirit must 
watch carefully, read carefully, memo- 
rize carefully, and apply the Scripture 
carefully. Remember 1 Corinthians 2: 
4 where our Lord tells us that we are 
to use His Word, not carefully chosen 
and selected phrases and words of our 
own wisdom, to win souls. Let the Spirit 
of God use the Word of God. 

8. The soul-winning teacher must ezx- 
pect definite results. Her prayer should 
not be, “Lord, won’t You, won’t You,” 
but rather, “Lord, I am expecting You 
to work in this life, just as You have 
promised You would.” I hired my sec- 
retary ten years ago. I only had to ask 
her to work for me once. Each morn- 
ing when I arrive at my office I expect 
to find her ready for dictation. 

God grant that each teacher will have 
the blessed experience of being a soul- 
winning teacher, earnestly desiring the 
salvation of each unsaved one and long- 
ing to see the saved ones grow in grace 
and ih the knowledge of our. Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Kansas Crry, Mo. 
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Was the Crucifixion Darkness 
an Eclipse? 
(Continued from second page) 


Passover, or on the “day of preparation,” 
which preceded it. 

It is a scientifically established fact to- 
day that the eclipse of the sun occurs 
when our moon comes between the earth 
and the sun, and shuts off the light of 
the sun. It is equally clear that we ob- 
serve a full moon only when the moon 
is on the opposite side of the earth from 
the sun. Therefore, as the New York 
reader points out, in the natural course 
of events it is utterly impossible for 
an eclipse of the sun to occur at the 
time of full moon. Readers of Tue Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times will be glad to note 
that the astronomical department of the 
Franklin Institute in Philadelphia has 
verified the fact that an eclipse of the 
sun occurs only at the time of the astro- 
nomical new moon. 

It will be seen, therefore, that, if the 
sun were in eclipse at the time that the 
Lord Jesus hung upon the cross, then 
the Jewish Passover must have been 
fourteen or fifteen days out of line, a 
circumstance which, in the light of the 
meticulousness of the Jews.in keeping 
their times and seasons, is, to say the 
least, most improbable and unlikely. 

Those who believe the Scriptures to 
be the inspired Word of God, written 
by holy men of God, as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 
1:21), will have no difficulty in seeing 
in the record of the supernatural dark- 
ness,. the earthquake, and the’ rending 
of the veil of the Temple at the time 
of the Lord’s crucifixion, God’s attesta- 
tion that this was His own Son, the Light 
of the world, who hung upon the cross. 
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International Uniform Lesson : 





LESSON 1. 


APRIL 6. THE RISEN LORD AND HIS DISCIPLES (Easter) 


John 19:38-42; 20 to 21; printed text, 20:19-23, 26-29, 21:15-17 
Golden Text.—Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.—1 Cor. 15:20 


Kure James Version 


John 20:19 Then the same day dt evening, being the first day 
of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands 
and his side. 
Lord. 

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith 
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 


26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 

27-Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and 
behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, ‘and thrust it into 
my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 


Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the 


b b 4 


28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and 
my God. 

29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed. 


Chap. 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith 
unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed my lambs. 

16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the 
third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unte him, Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted. by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


F THE many appearances of our 
O risen Lord to His disciples, before 

He ascended to Heaven, three 
have been specially selected as the par- 
ticular lesson for today, although several 
others are included in the chapters in- 
dicated for further study. 

There seems reason to believe that the 
place where the disciples were gathered 
on each of these occasions was the same 
upper room as that in which they had 
eaten the last Passover with their Mas- 
ter and where He had instituted the 
feast of remembrance, the Lord’s Sup- 
per. ‘On the evening of the day of His 
resurrection the little group of eleven 
gathered together, drawn by their com- 
mon affection for and loyalty to Him, 
but with minds swayed by conflicting 
thoughts and with hearts overborne by 
varying émotions. How far could they 
credit the strange stories, told by the 
different women, of angels appearing 
at. the tomb and the Lord manifesting 
Himself in the garden and on the road- 
way? Were these only the effects of 
the fevered imagination of these well- 
meaning, but possibly overwrought, 
women, or were their stories actually 
true? And what of the testimony of 
John and Peter as to the’ undisturbed 
graveclothes out of which the body of 
the Lord Jesus had come as the butter- 
fly emerges from the chrysalis shell? 

The sudden ‘appearance of the Lord in 
their midst and His reassuring words 
of peace put an end to all their ques- 
tionings, at least for the time. Then 
eight days later, on the next first day 
of the week, He came again and gave 
a particular testimony to the previously 


Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of* Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 289. 




















absent Thomas, which brought him, too, 
to realize that Christ was indeed victor 


over death, and which led to his ear- “ 


nest confession, “My Lord and my God.” 
The doubter was changed to a worshiper 
as the nailprints and the scar from the 
spear wound made it evident: that the 
Lord Jesus had risen in the very same 
body which had been “hanged on a tree.” 
His appearance by the Sea of Galilee 
later on was in order to reinstate Peter 
in his apostleship, a position he might 
have seemed to have forfeited by his 
sad failure. 

Thus the fact of His resurrection be- 
came clear to them all, though even 
later on--such is the perversity of hu- 
man nature even in saints of God — we 
are told that “some doubted” (Matt. 28: 
16, 17) and had to be reassured before 
they were ready to go forth as heralds 
of the Cross and witnesses of the Res- 
urrection (Acts 4:33). 


The Historical Setting 


The sealed tomb had held the body of 
the crucified Saviour for the time pre- 
dicted. A Roman guard rendered fraud 
or stealing of the body impossible. But 
at God’s appointed time the Lord arose, 
the stone was rolled back from the en- 
trance to the sepulcher, and the empty 
grave was silent witness to the Lord’s 
triumph over death. It was Easter morn- 
ing, A.D. 30. 


Verse by Verse 


~John 20:19.—“‘The same day at eve- 
ning.” This was the evening of the first 


day of the week, following the appear- 
ances to the women in the early morn- 


ing and to the disciples on the way to 
and in their home at Emmaus, later in 
the day. “Jesus [came] and stood in 


the midst.” Thus He fulfilled His Word 
as given in Matthew 18:20. He was there 
visibly manifested’ He still is in the 
midst whenever His saints are gathered 
together in His name. He “saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you.” How this 
must have reminded them of His words 
as recorded in John 14:27! 

Verse 20.—‘He shewed unto them his 
hands and his side.” This was His way 
of identifying Himself to them, and it 
was also as though He would remind 
them how that peace was made—by 
the “blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). 
Those scarred hands were the receipt 
that told of the price He had paid to 
redeem His own. 


Verse 21—“As my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you.” He was going 
back to the Father. They were to be 
His representatives as they went forth 
in His name, to carry the message of 
reconciliation to the world. 


Verse 22.—“He breathed on them, and 
saith . . . Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
It was a symbolic act. As the last Adam, 
He was now a quickening Spirit (1 Cor. 
15:45). As God had breathed into the 
body of Adam and he became a living 
soul, so now Jesus Christ breathed upon 
His disciples that when the Spirit came 
at Pentecost they might know He pro- 
ceeded from Him (Acts 2:33). He was 
to give the Holy Spirit that He might 
empower them for witness-bearing. 

Verse 23.—“Whose soever sins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted.” As _ they 
preached Christ, if men believed, they 
were authorized to proclaim remission 
of sins (Acts 10:43). On the other hand, 
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He said, “Whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained.” When men refused 
to believe the message, their sins re- 
mained upon them (Acts 13:41). The 
servants of Christ thus act as His rep- 
resentatives in forgiving or retaining 
sins. It was no conferring of a priestly 
power of absolution or excommunication 
that He imparted. Every true servant 
of Christ has exactly the same author- 
ity to proclaim remission of sins to all 
who believe and retention of sins to 
ali who refuse the message. Thomas 
was not present on this occasion and 
found it hard to credit what the other 
ten related. 


Verse 26—“After eight days again.” 
Another weekly cycle elapsed before the 
Lord manifested Himself once more to 
the Eleven. Thomas being now with 
them, the Lord Jesus was fully aware 
of his words and attitude. 


Verse 27.—“Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands.” As He extended 
those nail-pierced hands, what must have 
been the emotions of the soul of Thomas? 
Then came the added command, “Reach 
hither. thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side.” The body of the Lord Jesus still 
‘hore, and will forever bear the marks 
of His passion. These demonstrate be- 
yond all possibility of doubt the fact of 
His resurrection, that His disciples might 
“be not faithless, but believing.” 


Verse 28—“My Lord and my God.” 
This exclamation by Thomas was an 
avowal of his recognition of the true 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. If He 
were anyone else than God, how sternly 
He would have rebuked Thomas for 
using such words! But the fact that 
He accepted them without rebuke and 
pronounced a blessing upon him for 
making such a confession is‘ proof that 
He valued this testimony to His God- 
head glory. Thomas was not a Unitarian. 
He knew his Saviour to be not only a 
divinely controlled man, but God mani- 
fest in the flesh. 


Verse 29.—“Blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed.” Believed 
what? Believed that which had just 
been so fervently declared, that Jesus 
Christ is God. This blessing is for all 
who, to the end of time, make this good 
confession. 


John 21:15.—“Lovest thou me more 
than these?” Peter had declared his 
love was such that, though all others 
forsook the Lord Jesus, he would stand 
with Him. Was he now so confident of 
his love? Peter answered, “Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee.”. He used 
a less fervent word for “love” than that 
which Jesus had used, however. 


Verse 16.—“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me?” It.is no question of degree 
now — of loving Christ more than others 
—but could he be sure he loved Him 
at all? Again Peter replied as before. 


Verse 17.—“He saith unto him the 
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Last Week’s Lessen ' 
13. March 30.—Jesus Lays Down His 
Life .. .... John 18 to 19; 21:15 
Next Week’s Lessen 


2. April 13.—The Kingdom Established. 
1 Samuel 9 to 19; 28; 31 








third time.” Thrice Peter had denied 
His Lord. Three times he was called 
upon to declare his love for Him. This 
time the Lord Jesus used the same word 
Peter had employed, which might be 
rendered, “Hast thou affection for me?” 
Again Peter replied in the affirmative. 
The Lord Jesus Christ commissioned him 
to shepherd the sheep and lambs of His 
flock. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is the delight of the risen Saviour to 
manifest Himself in the midst of His 
own. Though not now visible to mortal 
eyes, He is ever in the midst when 
they are gathered together, drawn by 
love for Himself. Doors ahd bars could 
not keep out the Lord, of old. They can- 
not do so now. In fact, it is when His 
people are shut in together, in separation 
from a godless world and from the re- 
ligion of the flesh, as seen in Judaism, 
that He most delights to reveal Himself. 
He comes to speak peace and to empower 
His servants with the Holy Spirit, in 
order that they may go out to make 
Him known to those still in bondage to 
sin and Satan. He seeks out also any 
who have failed, in order to restore them 
to full fellowship and devoted service. 


Lesson Outline 

Jesus appears in the upper room on 
Easter evening (John 20:19) 

The tokens of His passion (v. 20) 

He commissions His apostles anew (vs. 
21-23) 

He appears again on the next Lord’s Day 
(v. 26) 

He makes Himself known to Thomas (v. 
27) 

The doubter convinced and blessed (v. 
28) 

Peter’s public restoration (chap. 21:15- 
17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Remitting and Retaining Sins. That 
our Lord gave no sacramental function 
to His disciples—ordaining them as 
bishop-priests, with power to forgive 
sins, or to visit judgment on the im- 
penitent —is clear from the ministry of 
these very men, as recorded in the Book 
of Acts. Never do penitents come con- 
fessing to and obtaining absolution from 
them. But always they uphold the risen 
Saviour and proclaim remission of sins, 
as Peter did in the house of Cornelius 
(chap. 10) and Paul in the synagogue 
at Antioch of Pisidia (chap. 13), to those 
who believe in His name. On the other 
hand, they warn of judgment on their 
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sins if men persist in refusing the mes- 
sage. 

Some time on the day of the Resurrec- 
tion, the Lord had a private interview 
with Peter. He sent him a special mes- 
Sage by the women early in the morn- 
ing (Mark 16:7), but He appeared per- 
sonally to him later (Luke 24:34). A 
veil has been drawn over the scene of 
that sacred interview, but, we cannot 
doubt it was the means of restoring his 
soul and of reassuring the failing dis- 
ciple’s heart. Now we learn of his pub- 
lic restoration and his confirmation in 
the office of the apostolate. That experi- 
ence by the lakeside was one that Peter 
would never be able to forget in after 
years. It revealed, as nothing else could, 
the tender consideration of the Lord 
whom he had denied thrice, who how 
led him on step by step to a threefold 
confession of his faith and love, and as- 
sured him that some day he should in- 
deed go, for His name’s sake, both to 
prison and to death. 


Summaries and Applications 

The body of Christ will. be the only 
body in Heaven that will bear upon it 
the marks of suffering here. 

The wounded hands of Christ will 
identify Him to the people of Israel in 
the latter days, as they identified Him to 
the disciples of old (Zech. 12:10; 13:6). 

Can we claim the blessing that the 
Saviour pronounced upon those who, 
having not seen Him, yet believe what 
Thomas declared —that He is Lord and 
God? 

If you have any doubts as to the fact 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but 
are honestly seeking light, read the Gos- 
pel of John thoughtfully and carefully, 
looking to God to give you the needed 
light. He has promised to give it. 

CHICAGO. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 
HAT forms of greeting did the Lord 
Jesus use after His resurrection? 
2. What was the special appropriate- 
ness in these different salutations? 

3. Compare the disciples’ joy” at seeing 
Jesus with that of Herod (Luke 23:8). 

4. How did the wounds of the Lord Jesus 
reinforce His salutation of peace? (John 20: 
20.) 

5. What relation had the showing of the 
wounds to the commission of verse 2]? 

6. How does the Lord equip His servants 
whom He sends forth in His name? 

1. How was this breathing upon the dis- 
ciples related to the coming of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost? - 


8. How was Thomas changed from a brag- 
gart unbeliever to an ardent worshiper? 


9. What was it that so grieved Peter at 
our Lord’s third question to him? 


10. What is the chief lesson of this dia- 
logue? ‘ 


(Answers on page 288) 
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Lesson for April 6 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


HE bodily resurrection of our Lord, 
the anniversary of which we cele- 


brate today, brings together in sharp’ 


contrast two extremes: life and death. 
Yet they are so close that they come 
within less than one-thousandth of a 
second of touching each other. They are 
not like East and West, with a debatable 
zone between, so that there is always 
a question as to where East ends and 
West begins, or vice versa. The line of 
cleavage between life and death is defi- 
nite and sharp. You are either alive or 
you are dead. People speak of being 
“half dead.” You cannot be half dead. 
A part of your body may become para- 
lyzed, but as long as the heart beats you 
are still alive. 

Yet there is a vast difference in the 
importance of physical life as contrasted 
to physical death. Think of the great 
characters of history: Washington, for 
instance. Of the many millions of peo- 
ple who have been profoundly impressed 
by .the life of George Washington, how 
many, do you suppose, know about his 
death? If they think of it at all they 
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just know that he died. In only com- 
paratively rare fhstances does it matter 
how a man dies; what matters is how 
he lives and what he accomplishes with 
his life. Nobody knows how Paul the 
great apostle died, or Simon Peter, or 
Moses; but how tremendously important 
were their lives—lives that have pro- 
jected themselves through the ages into 
the world, with more influence and 
power today than while they were in 
the flesh. Strange, we do not know the 
particulars of any of the apostles’ deaths. 
Tradition attempts to inform us in some 
cases, but none is absolutely authentic. 

However, there are some rare excep- 
tions where the manner of one’s death 
is memorable because of the life that 
led up to it: John the Baptist, for in- 
stance, who was decapitated by Herod. 
Chief among the rare exceptions, of 
course, is the manner in which our Lord 
died; and that is most memorable, not 
only because of the shocking cruelty of 
it, but because it was the fulfillment of 
divine prophecy, and was necessary for 
the salvation of sinners. But, in point 
of time, it is infinitesimal in comparison 
to His life, which extends back from 
Calvary through eternity, and forward 
from Calvary through eternity. The 
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Lord Jesus Christ in His human body 
remained dead upon the cross and in 
the tomb only a part of three days. 

So the great thought about our Lord 
on this annual celebration of His resur- 
rection (and at all times) relates to His 
life and what that life means to us. John 
says, “In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men” (John 1:4). It should 
be of profound interest to the youth of 
today — youth with all of life ahead. It 
is a priceless possession — mere physical 
and mental life, to say nothing of the 
spiritual. You have both life and death 
to deal with ultimately; but what can 
you do with death? Nothing. Death 
handles its own business and permits 
no interference. When death comes you 
simply have to hand everything over. 
Your tenure of possession and super- 
vision is ended. Even the Lord Jesus 
Himself said, “I must work the works 
of him that sent me, while it is day: 
{for] the night cometh, when no man 
can work” (John 9:4). 

But now you have life! What are you 
doing with it? What is youg plan for 
its future? Have you a plan? Or are 
you simply drifting, being swept along 
by the current of events? Young people, 
that is a tide which can sweep you into 
oblivion — and far worse than oblivion. 
It will bring failure, disappointment, 
and misery even in your earlier years. 
The current is deadly; it leads inevitably 
to the cataract or the falls. And this is 
where the wonder of the Resurrection 
comes in. Jesus said, “I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
Because He rose from the dead, so can 
you have resurrection power, which is 
the power of life over death. That is 
power over sin. Sin is death: Joined 
with this thought is the fact that God 
has a plan for your life. It is not a 
cheap plan, for He does not make cheap 
plans. It is a glorious plan. Ask Him 
to show it to you. You will find that 
you are peculiarly fitted for it, for it 
was He who supplied your equipment. 
And in following it you will have no 
fear of death, but will welcome it when 
it comes as the door through which you 
will enter to receive your eternal reward. 

Aucusta, GA. 
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From the Platform 

By Joseph Edwin Harris 
. APrayer Before the Lesson.—Almighty. 
God, our gracious Father, whose power 
brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we thank Thee that He lives 
forever and is able to save all who com 
to Thee by Him. We so come just now, 
and pray that to us the Lord Jesus may 
be a living, bright reality. Forgive us 
wherein we have dishonored Thee in 
word, deed, or thought, or have left un- 
done the good we ought to have done. 
So renew us by: Thy strength in the 
inner man, O Lord, that we may over- 
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come temptation and live lives fruitful 
in good. Comfort the sad, guide the per- 
plexed, provide for the needy, and give 
Thy light to all in darkness, and Thy 
life to those who are dead in trespasses 
and sins. Bless tous our study of Thy 
Word today, and may we and Thy peo- 
ple everywhere this day know the joy 
that the message of a risen Lord brought 
when first it was declared. We ask all 
in the name of ur living Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. ' 


After the Lesson.—We all like a story 
to end happily, and today we have heard 
the glad end of the most wonderful of 
all stories. For three months we have 
listened to the dearest earthly friend of 
our Lord, John the beloved disciple, 
telling the story of the Saviour. It has 
been a marvelous story, but there have 
been some sad chapters in it, and this 
sadness increased toward the end. But 
what the enemies of the Lord meant 
should be the end was not the end. His 
death was followed by His glorious res- 
urrection, and so the end was a glad 
one after #11. But though John’s story 
ends with Christ risen, it is not really 
an end, but a wonderful new beginning, 
the beginning of this Gospel age in which 
the glad news of a living Saviour ‘is 
being taken to all people. And to us it 
has come. Do we value it for all that 
it means to us? It means that for you 
and for me there can be a glad new be- 
ginning, and a glorious ending, too. By 
receiving the Lord Jesus we can be born 
anew and start the Christian life. Then, 
whatever our testings and troubles, we 
shall have Him with us all the way, and 
‘there will be a happy end at last. For 
as He conquered death, so shall we. 
Our Golden Text says, “Now is Christ 
tisen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept.” Get hold 
of that word “firstfruits.” The first ripe 
fruit is a foretaste and promise of the 
full harvest to come later. So, too, our 
Lord’s resurrection is a picture and 
pledge of our resurrection into His like- 
ness some day. “When he shall appear,” 
says John, “we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is.” That will 
be a happy end for us, and it will be a 
great, glorious new beginning, too. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
“Then Were the Disciples Glad” 
(John 20:3-10, 19, 20) 
N THE hill stood three crosses. 
(Draw them on the blackboard or 
on paper.) There were three sad families 
who mourned for a dead son that Fri- 
day night. But more than a family were 
sad about the person on the middle cross. 
There was His mother, who had been 
promised before His birth that her Son 
would be King over the country forever 
(Luke 1:32, 33). I wonder if she thought 
God had lied to her or been mistaken. 
But God made no mistake; it was all 
part of His wonderful plan, so wonder- 
ful Mary could not understand it. Nor 
did God lie; He could do the impossible 
and would make all come true, just as 
He had said. 


Besides Mary were there other sad 
women at the cross? (John 19:25.) Even 
two of the leading men were sorry to 
see Jesus die (vs. 38, 39). Then the 
disciples were sad; all their dreams of 
a Kingdom were smashed; their be- 
loved leader was dead. In a daze, I 
imagine, they watched Joseph and Nico- 
demus bring the spices and wrap the 
body round and round with long linen 


cloths, each limb separately with spices 


about it, and the head tied up in a 
cloth. Then the body was placed in a 
cavelike grave, and a heavy stone was 
rolled to the opening. The stone was 
sealed shut with the governor’s seal, 
and soldiers were set on guard. Why? 
Do you know — some of the Lord’s ene- 
mies remembered that He had said He 
would rise after three days; and they 
thought the disciples might carry off the 
body and claim He was living. But His 
friends did not-remember or believe. 
Surprise! Sunday morning before 
daylight Mary Magdalene came running 
to Peter and John and said somebody 
had taken the Lord’s body out of the 
grave and no one knew where it had 
been put. Peter and John ran to see. 
Who could run faster? (John 20:4.) But 
Peter was the first one in (vs. 5, 6). 
There were the cloths and no body in 
them! And the head cloth wrapped in 
a place by* itself. What did it mean? 
Would a person carry off the body and 
leave the cloths behind like that? No; 
John “saw, and believed,” the Bible says 
(v. 8). What did he believe? That the 
Lord Jesus Christ had come to life! 


What had happened? The earth 
quaked when a flashing angel from 
Heaven came and rolled the stone away 
from the grave. The guarding soldiers 
were “scared to death,” and fainted. The 
body was gone—we are not told any 
details of that great mystery — but He 
was alive! The soldiers said the dis- 
ciples had stolen the body in the night. 
Gossip flew and rumors spread. Would 
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the disciples be arrested and taken to 
jail? ae 

Tightly locked were the doors when 
the disciples got together that night! 
But that did not keep the Lord Jesus 
away. He came and showed them His 
hands —the scars where the nails had 
been driven through into the cross; He 
showed them His side, where a soldier’s 
spear had made a wound. Yes, it really 
was He, His very own body that had 
been on the cross. How happy they 
were! “Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord” (John 20:20, 
Memory Verse). ‘ 

A week ago I was telling a group of - 
boys and girls who had had a Bible 
class only a few weeks, how the Lord 
had lived, and died on the cross, and 
gone back to Heaven, but some day He 
was coming to earth again as a King, 
and how wonderful it would be—all 
boys and girls who had believed in Him 
as their Saviour, would be princes and 
princesses with Him. After class a ten- 
year-old asked if it was really true that 
the Lord Jesus would come back; might 
He come while she was still living, and 
would she see Him. How excited she 
was at the thought! Will we all, like 
the’ disciples, be glad when we see the 
Lord “whom having not seen, ye love”? 
(1 Pet. 1:8.) 

John 20 and 21 tell of four times the 
Lord appeared to His friends. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus’ Friends Are Surprised 
(John 20:3, 4, 19-21) 


HE friends of the Lord Jesus did not 
expect Him ‘to ‘rise from the dead. 
They seem not to have understood nor 
remembered what He had said about 
rising the third day. Perhaps one per- 
son understood, and that was Mary of 
Bethany, the sister of Martha and Laz- 
arus. ; 
The disciples were very much dis- 
couraged when Jesus was crucified, dead, 
and buried. They felt as we feel when 
we come home from the funeral of a 
loved friend, lonely, sad, knowing their 
earthly work is done, and that we shall 
see them no more here. They had an 
added feeling that everything was over, 
for they had thought that the Lord Jesus 
Christ was going to deliver them from 
the hated Romans, and set up His King- 
dom. They believed He was the Mes- 
siah, and they did not undestand that 
His earthly Kingdom was not to be set’ 
up then. 
Now He was dead, and their dream of 
freedom was shattered. ; 
The women went early to the sepul- 
cher to complete the work of embalming 
His body, which had been left unfin- 
ished because of the sabbath. His body 
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had been wrapped in linen with sweet 
spices. Now they were bringing other 
spices and ointments, anxious to do what 
they thought was the last thing they 
could do for this one they had loved. 

Imagine their surprise when they came 
in sight of the tomb. The stone was 
rolled away, and an angel sat there to 
remind them that the Lord was risen, 
as He had said. 

They ran back to tell the disciples, 
and Peter and the other disciple came, 
on the run. They were surprised! All 
through the comings and goings of that 
day, surprise ran high. Do you won- 
der? 

Suppose you had been one of them. 
You had seen the Lord crucified, had 
seen Him die, and you saw Him taken 
down from the cross and buried in 
Joseph’s new tomb. You would have 
been just as surprised as they were to 
find their Lord risen from the dead. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


THE RISEN LORD 
AND HIS DISCIPLES 
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It was a great surprise day, but there 
is another surprise day coming, and some 
of us may be here on earth when that 
day comes. Some day the Lord Jesus 
Christ is coming back again, first to 
call His own to meet Him in the air, and 
then later to come to earth, with His 
saints, to judge the world, and set up 


His Kingdom on earth. Then He will . 


do what the disciples thought He would 
do when He came to earth before. Then 
He came as the poorest of men, but 
when He comes again, He will come in 
power and great glory, as King of kings 
and Lord of lords, and every knee shall 
bow to Him. 

Those who love the Lord will have a 
glad surprise on that day, but those who 
do not believe in Him will be so fright- 
ened they will cry out for the rocks and 
the mountains to fall on them to hide 
them from Him. 

I’m praying that some child today will 
decide to take Jesus Christ as Saviour, 
and let Him come into his heart, and 
reign there, and then that great day 
coming will be a glad day for him. 

The resurrection day was a day of 
surprise, the most important day in the 
history of the world, though most of 
the world do not know it. The disci- 
ples could have known it was coming 
if they had listened to what the Lord 
Jesus said, instead of thinking their own 
thoughts. 

We need not be surprised when Jesus 
comes again, for we should be looking 
for Him> Are you? 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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- The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving 8 list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions upon which 
ustrations are agg Ow 4 be d from 
the Times for 1 1 is paid for each 
puseten accepted, am for the best one. 
strations must reach the Times three 
oe in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be cli from —— “Tilustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper sho’ e, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on, each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

They Will Come Back—if They Are 
With Him.—Now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and betome the firstfruits of 
them that slept (1 ‘Cor. 15:20, Golden 
Text). In the Fiji Islands there is a 
pathetic custom of calling to the dead. 
The savage climbs a high tree or cliff 
and, after mentioning his dead friend’s 
name, cries, “Come back! Come back !” 
We who stand by the graveside of our 
Christian dead know that one day they 
will come back, when our Lord returns 
for His own (1 Thess. 4:17).—From the 
London Christian Herald. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


The Shut Door.—When the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assem- 
bled .. . Jesus ... stood in the midst 
(John 20:19). + 

Lord, I have shut my door, 


Shut out life’s busy cares and fretting 
noise; 
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“There Was A 
Certain Rich Man” 


The story of the rich man and 
Lazarus who desired to be fed with 
the crumbs from his table (Luke 
16:19-31) has a poignant and chal- 
lenging application to the tragically 
stricken and suffering Jewish Rem- 
nant in Europe and elsewhere. 


Most of us in this country may 
not be rich, yet the Lord has blessed 
us with warm, peaceful homes, with 
food, clothing, friends, and health. 
We are the citizens of a much 
favored country: Above all, as 
Christians, we know the Lord pesus 
Christ as Saviour and Friend. 


The homeless, hungry, unwanted, 
and uncomforted Jew is deprived 
of all these blessings. His is a 
tragedy beyond our comprehension. 
How rich are we by comparison ! 


Will you help us feed our Hebrew 
Christian brethren and some of the 
Jewish Remnant—the Lazarus of 
nations— help us to heal his sores 
and to lead him to Christ? Ours is 
the challenge. Ours is the priv- 
ilege to share God’s blessing with 
those in the valley of affliction and 
sorrow. 


Lazarus looks at us from across 
the ocean and pleads with us from 
the ruins of Poland, the displaced 
persons camps of Germany, and the 
shivering colds of Austria and Hun- 
gary. Food, fuel, clothing, the Word 
of life must be given to those in 
extreme distress. Help us in this 
ministry. The numbed hands of lit- 
tle children stretch out to us for 
help. We must not fail them. 


If the Lord leads you to have a 
share in this Christlike ministry, 
please send-your gifts to 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Ierad My Gl »” sent to all 
contributors and also ps caguast 
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THE GLORY OF THE 
EMPTY TOMB 


SAMUEL MARINUS ZWEMER, D.D. 


A searching study of the Resurrection of 
Jesus as the final, irrefutable proof of the 
Christian hope and faith. Dr. Zwemer is 
known to a wide public through his many 
‘contributions to Christian thought, and his 
latest work is reinforced with enlightening 
evidence front other authors, furnishing a 
wealth of testimony that death is not the end 
but the beginning of all things. - $2.00 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158-5th Ave., New York 10 
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The School You Need 


TOCCOA FALLS SCHOOLS 


FOUNDED 1911 
Toccoa Falls, Georgia 
(Where Character Is Developed With Intellect) 


Bible College. (4 years) 
High School (4 years) 
Christian Worker’s Course (2 years) 
Vocational Training (2 years) 


Toccoa Falls Schools offer an unusual 
opportunity to young men and women 
of good character who seek to fit 
themselves for the challenge of a 
post-war world. 

Special attention is given to dis- 
charged service. men. 

Being a corporation, not for profit, 
the cost is reduced to a rhinimum, 
and a limited number of work schol- 
arships are offered. Address: 


DR. R. A. FORREST, Toccoa Falls, Georgia 
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FOR EASTER 
SELF-ILLUMINATING CROSS 


CROSS GLOWS 
BEAUTIFULLY 
IN DARKNESS 


Set this self-glow 
beacon cross any- 
where under a 
bright lamp. or 
near daylight. 
Like a magnet the 
cross will attract 
the bright light 
and release a 
beautiful visual 
glow cross in the 


dark. 


Price, 60c each 
6 for $3, postpaid 








PLASTIC 
Altar Step Style 
Height of Cross, 4 5-16 faches 


The Christian Light Press 
20 South Market Street 301-305 N. Elm Street 
Elizabethtown, Pa. Nappanee, Ind. 
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Here in this silence they intrude no more; 
Speak Thou, and heavenly joys 
Shall fill my heart with music sweet and 
calm, 
A holy psalm. 


Lord, I have shut my door ! 
Come Thou and visit me. I am alone! 
Come as when doors were shut Thou 
cam’st of yore 
And visitedst Thine own. 
My Lord ! I kneel with reverent love and 
fear, 
For Thou art here! 
—From a church bulletin. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


When a Drunkard Saw the Lord.— 
Then were the disciples glad, when they 
saw the Lord (John 20:20). A pathetic 
story is told of a poor, worthless drunk- 
ard named Jack Parsons of New Eng- 
land, who was the curse of his home 
and the despair of his friends. One 
morning he came forth from his cham- 
ber a new man with a shining face and 
a wonderful testimony of having seen 
Jesus Christ in his dreams. He said: 
“He was so glorious that I trembled 


when I thought of myself. But when - 


He turned and looked at me His smile 
was so gracious and so kind that I found 
it impossible to fear Him and I just 
felt that if I could always have. that 
lovely smile I never would sin again.” 
And indeed his life proyed to be trans- 
formed. For the last eight years Jack 
Parsons sat in the light of that smile and 
never tired of telling men and women 
of the King in His beauty and the trans- 
formation it had brought in his wicked 
and worthless life—From A. B. Simp- 
son, in the Alliance Weekly.: Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


More Than He Did for Thomas.— 
Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 
my side: and be not faithless, but be- 
lieving (John 20/27). A minister, in 
prayer, said: “Lord, Thou hast done 
more for us than Thou didst for Thomas. 
Thou didst let him put his finger in Thy 
wounds, but Thou hast put Thy finger 
in ours and healed them.”—From the 
Christian Herald (London). Sent by L. 
G. James, Toronto, Can,; and Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


How Spurgeon Showed His Love.— 
IIe saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep (John 20:16). A 
few years before the death of Spurgeon, 
an American lecture bureau tried to en- 
gage him to come to America and deliver 
fifty lectures, speaking in all the large 
cities of the country. As compensation, 
the bureau offered to pay all of Mr. 
Spurgeon’s expenses, and all the ex- 
penses of his wife and of his private 
secretary to come with him, from the 
time they left London until they re- 
turned, and, in addition, to pay $1,000 


per night for each of his fifty lectures. 


And remember, that sixty years ago 
$1,000 was equal to $3,000 now. But Mr. 


*his heart. 
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Spurgeon promptly declined this tempt- 
ing offer to make $50,000 in fifty days, 
saying, “I can do better. I will stay 
in London and try to save fifty souls.” 
No wonder he succeeded so marvelously 
in winning souls! No wonder that at 
his death more than 12,000 converts rose 
up to bless his memory and thank God 
that Spurgeon ever lived!—From the 
Good News Broadcaster. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. Prize illus- 
tration. 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 284) 


1. To the women. outside the sepulcher 
He gave the salutation, “Rejoice !” (Matt. 
28:9, Gr.), while He greeted the disciples 
in the upper room with, “Peace to you !” 
(John 20:19, 26). 


2. He gave joy where sorrow was the 
prevailing emotion, and peace where fear 
dominated. He still does. 


3. The joy of the disciples was the joy 
of victorious love, that of Herod the merri- 
ment of frivolous curiosity. 


4. They identified Him as “this same 
Jesus.” But to us (as the disciples also 
learned) they are the tokens of our peace 
with God (Eph. 2:14-17). 


5. If the Father’s commission to Him 
meant suffering, they (and we) need not 
be amazed if His commission to them in- 
volved suffering. Shall we have scars to 
show Him some day? 


6. With the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 1:8. 


7. It was “a pre-libation of Pentecost — 
an Eschol cluster, that they might know how 
rich was the vintage waiting for them” 
(Alexander Smellie). 


See 


8. The wounds of the Lord Jesus Christ 
not only convinced his mind, but melted 
“The wounds of Jesus are just 
as powerful to melt the heart as to heal it” 
(A... J. Gordon). 


9. Not that the Lord had questioned his 
love three times, but that the. third time 
Jesus abandoned the word of worshipful 
devotion and questioned Peter’s own pro- 
testations of heart affections. 


10. Service to the Lord Jesus Christ must 
spring from love. 
WHEATON, ILL. 


we 
Family Worship Folders 


HE Times’ reprints of the Rev. Wil- 
liam Allan Dean’s article on Family 
Worship are still available. The vitally 





’ important subject of daily family prayers 


is presented under four headings: 


I. The Need 

Il. The Value 
III. The Difficulties 
IV. The Suggestions 


The article was published in the Tnves 
January: 20, 1945, and the reprints have 
had a circulation of 122,510 copies. They 
may be had at $l'per hundred from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 1. APRIL 6. “REJECTED OF MEN” ACCEPTED OF GOD (Easter Lesson) 


Mark 12:1-12; Acts 4:8-12 (Supplementary Reading: Mark 11: 27-38; Matt. 21:23 to 22:14; Luke 20:1-19) 
Golden Text.—The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner.—Mark 12:10 


Kine James VeERsion 


Mark 12:1 And he began to speak unto them by parables. A 
certain man planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, and 
digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out 
to husbandmen, and went into a far country. 

2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that 
he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vine- 
yard. 

3 And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. 

4 And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him 
they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him 
away shamefully handled. 

5.And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many 
others; beating some, and killing some. 

6 Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent 
him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son. 

7 But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours. 

8 And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the 
vineyard. ’ 

9 What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will 
come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard 
unto others. 


10 And have ye not read this Scripture; The stone which the 
builders rejected is become the head of the corner: 

11 This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 

12 And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the people; 


. for they knew that he had spoken the parable against them: 


and they left him, and went their way. 


Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, 
Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 

9 If we this day be examined of the, good deed done to the 
impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole. ‘ 

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. 

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved. 

The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
and used by permission. 
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The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 


Introduction to the Lesson 


HAT could better depict His re- 

W jection by-men than the parable 

which the Lord Jesus related 
regarding the vineyard? Numbers of 
times in the Old Testament, Israel is 
referred to as a vineyard, hence the 
Lord was using a well-known figure. 
The “husbandmen” represented Israel’s 
leaders. 

The owner had not omitted a detail 
in his planting the vineyard. He had 
a right to expect proper fruit in season. 
The servants whom he sent for the fruit 
were the prophets and special messen- 
gers. They were all maltreated and sent 
away empty. 

The “wellbeloved” son whom he sent 
last of all pictured the beloved Son of 
God, the Lord Jesus. Him they killed. 
Having failed in the supreme test, they 
had nothing before them now but well- 
deserved judgment. Changing the simile 
from a vineyard to a building, the Lord 
revealed that He, the rejected One, was 
to “become the head of the corner.” Re- 
jected by the builders—the leaders of 
Israel — but exalted by God! 

The next time the “builders” heard of 
this “stone,” which was set at nought 
by them but exalted by God, was during 
the time covered in the latter part of 
our lesson, entitled, “Accepted of God.” 
The Saviour’s rejection, death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension were accom- 
plished facts; the day of Pentecost had 
just passed; and the first miracle wrought 
by the apostles was causing a great stir. 
Peter, in accounting for the miracle, at- 
tributes it to the name of the one whom 








Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

ij published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 283. 




















they crucified but whom God raised 
from the dead. In resurrection He has 
been exalted so high that no one can be 
saved in any other way or by any other 
name than His! 


The Lesson in Detail 


Mark 12:1.—“A certain man planted a 
vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and 
digged a place for the winefat, and built 
a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and 
went into a far country.” The planter 
and owner of the vineyard represents 
God (Isa. 5:1; Psa. 80:8). The vineyard 
represents Israel (Isa. 5:7). The “hedge” 
represents their separation from the rest 
of humanity and their separation to Him- 
self for all He had to give them. (Cf. 
Job 1:10.) The “winefat,” or vat, was 
His provision for the reception and 
pressing of the grapes. The “tower” was 
for watchers against wild beasts and 
thieves. The “husbandgen” represent 
those who were §gpiritual leaders and 
teachers (Mal. 2:7). The “far country” 
might well speak of Heaven. The hus- 
bandmen were now on their honor. The 
nation was under probation or trial in 
the matter of fruit-bearing. 


Verses 2-5.—“And at the season he sent 
to the husbandmen a servant, that he 
might receive ... tie fruit of the vine- 
yard. . .. And again he sent another; 
and him they killed, and many others; 
beating some, and killing some.” Man 


is responsible to make returns to God 


according to the position in which He 
has placed him, and according to the 
blessings with which He has blessed him. 
Israel was to be an example of God's 
dealing, before the nations, and had been 
blessed with patriarchs, prophets, priests, 
ordinances, fast days, feast days, pros- 
perity, and even miracles from time to 
time. 


The Lord’s messengers were sent to 
Israel periodically to require of them 
“the repentance and inward longing after 
true, inward righteousness,” but all to 
no avail. They were mistreated and sent 
away empty-handed. 


Jezebel “slew the prophets of the 
Lord” (1 Kings 18:13); Micaiah was 
thrown into a dungeon (chap. 22: 24-27); 
Elijah was threatened with death (chap. 
19:2); Elisha by Jehoram (2 Kings 6: 
31); Jeremiah was stoned by the exiles 
in Egypt; and Isaiah, according to Jew- 
ish tradition, was sawn asunder (Heb. 
11:37-38. See also Acts 7:52). 


Verses 6-8.—“Having yet therefore one 
son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also 
last unto them. And they took him, 
and kilied him, and cast him out of the 
vineyard.” Who can jail to see in this 
the language of the Father concerning ‘ 
His Son? “One son, his wellbeloved” — 
infinitely superior to all the servants 
sent before Him! (Heb. 1:1-5; Rom. 8: 
32; John 3:16; 1 John 4:9, 10; Rom. 5: 
7, 8.) r 

This Son was sent “last unto them.” 
Their testing would reach its climax in 
their treatment of Him. They killed 
Him and cast Him out of the vineyard. 
“Away with him!” was their cry. With 
Him out of the way, they imagined they 
would seize His inheritance! A vine- 
yard without the Son and Heir was their 
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ideal; as a world without God is man’s 
ideal today. 


Verse 9.—“‘He will .. . give the vine- 
yard unto others.” Did they settle down 
to enjoy the vineyard by themselves? 
A murderer who says, “I'll kill John 
Doe, and his property and insurance 
will be mine,” usually finds after the 
murder that there are the authorities 
to face, and the trial, the sentence, and 
the execution. 

The Lord’s sentence against them was 
partially fulfilled in A.D. 70 when Jeru- 
salem was destroyed by the Romans; but 
the nation still faces the “great tribula- 
tion” (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21). 
In the interim, they have lost the vine- 
yard, but some day it will be restored 
to them, “a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof” (Matt. 21:43; see also 
Isa. 26:1, 2; Isa. 62:11, 12; Ezek. 37:21- 
28). 


Verses 10, 11—“And have ye not read 
this scripture; The stone which the 
builders rejected is become the head of 
the corner ...‘?” Surely they had read 
Psalm 118, so they must have read these 
words. It is the same Psalm from which 
the people quoted their “Hosannas” of 
last week’s lesson. But this thing is 
certain: they had never applied the 
words to the Ldrd Jesus before. They 
are discovering that although they as 
builders were rejecting Him, He was to 
be made the head of the corner, by the 
Lord’s doing. 


Verse 12—“And they sought to lay 
hold on him, but feared the people: for 
they knew that he had spoken the par- 
able against them: and they left him, 
and went their way.” Yes, they knew He 
had spoken the parable against them, 
but instead of falling before Him in 
confession, repentance, and faith they 
nursed murder in their hearts and sought 
to seize Him—but fearing the people, 
they went their way to do some more 
planning. 


Acts 4:8.—*Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers 
of the people, and elders of Israel.” Here 
is the same group of “husbandmen” to 
whom the‘Lord related the parable. They 
have fulfilled their plot of murder. But 
the Lord has risen from among the dead, 
ascended on high, and sent down the 
#ioly Spirit. And, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Peter addressed them. 


Verse 10.—“‘Be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by him doth this 
man stand here before you whole.” This 
verse brings the two sections of our les- 
son together. In the expression, “whom 
ye crucified,” we have Him rejected of 
men; and in the expression, “whom God 
raised from the dead,” we have Him ac- 
cepted of God. His bodily resurrection 
is given as positive proof of God’s satis- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. March 30.—The Triumphal Entry 
(Palm Sunday) ..../Mark 11:1-11 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. April 13.—The Two Great Com- 
mandments ..... Mark 12:28-34 








faction with and acceptance of Him (Acts 
17:31). 

Hitherto the apostles did not under- 
stand what the Lord meant when He 
spoke to them about rising from among 
the dead (Mark 9:32). They believed 
like Martha that the dead “shall rise 
again in the resurrection at the last 
day” (John 11:24); but they could not 
comprehend what rising from among the 
dead meant. They could not conceive of 
His coming out of the grave and leaving 
the rest of the dead bodies just where 
they were. But they were eyewitnesses 
of His resurrection (Acts 1:22; 2:32; 10: 
39-41); they understood now; and His 
resurrection became the special theme 
of their preaching (Acts 4:2; 4:33; 17: 
18; 23:6). 


Verse 11.—“This is the stone which was 
set at nought of you builders, which is 
become the head of the corner.” How 
these words would bring back unpleas- 


ant memories! (Mark 12:10.) They. 


thought nothing of Christ, whereas God 
thought everything of Him. They gave 
Him no place, whereas God gave Him 
the place of pre-eminence. 

The “head of the corner” was a large, 
massive stone so formed as, when placed 
at a corner, to bind together the two 
outer walls of an edifice. On the exal- 
tation of Christ, see Ephesians 1: 20-23; 
Philippians 2:9-11; Colossians 1418, 19; 
Hebrews 1:8-13; 1 Peter 2:22. 


Verse 12.—“Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” This verse 
completely shuts humanity up to one 
name, one way of salvation. It is easily 
seen from it that salvation is not by 
works, not by character, not by ordi- 
nances, not by money, but by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He alone died for our,sins, 
rose again for our justification, and is 
exalted a Prince and a Saviour. “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved” (Acts 16:31). 


Outline of the Lesson 


Since Israel is likened to a vineyard, 
it will be instructive to trace the history 
of the vine: , 

The vine came out of Egypt (Isa. 5:1-4). 
8-14). 

The vine came into Canaan (Isa. 5: 1-4). 

The vine was once “noble” (Jer. 2:21). 

The vine became “strange” (Jer. 2:21). 

The vine became “empty” (Hosea 10:1). 

The vine was burned (Ezek. 15:1-8). 

Now, the Lord Jesus is the true Vine 
(John 15:1). 

After the Tribulation, Israel shall be 
restored (Hosea 14: 4-8). 
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Pointers 


Since this is the Easter lesson, con- 
sider the Resurrection as follows: 


The Lord predicted it (Mark 10:34). 

It occurred (John 20). 

The witnesses of it (1 Cor. 15:5-8). 

The importance of it (1 Cor. 15:12-19). 

“Christ the firstfruits” (1 Cor. 15:23). 

They that are His at His coming (1 Cor. 
15: 23). ’ 

The resurrection of the wicked dead 
(Rev. 20: 11-15). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Marian Bishop Bower 


HAT great characteristic of the owner 
of ‘the vineyard is set forth in the 
parable? . 


2. What complete arrangements did the 
owner of the vineyard make that not only 
helped to provide for a good yield of fruit, 
but also showed that he had a right to have 
a share in its yield? 


3. What were the three methods of dealing 
with the land common in that day? 


4. Who were those sent to the husband- 
men by the owner of the vineyard, the 
loving God, and who were the husbandmen? 


5. From what passage in the Old Testa- 
ment would the \Jewish people trace the 
symbolism of the Lord’s parable? 


6. How did the hearers speak their own 
condemnation, and how was it fulfilled? 


7. In what three ways is Christ a stone? 


8. How did the men who were there in 
unbelief know to whom .the Lord was re- 
ferring as the “stone which the builders 
rejected’’? 

9. In Peter’s address to the Sanhedrin 
what great truth was set before the people? 

10. What is an evidence of Satan's well- 
ordered opposition? 


(Answers on page 293) 
Ww 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Easter — “THe Lorp’s Dornc” 


EN made Calvary necessary; God 
gave us Easter. 

As we read the lesson text, let us note 
the contrasts between the black wugli- 
ness of man’s sin against the radiant 
beauty of eternal justice and love of 
a wise sovereign God (Mark 12:1-5); 
the tragedy of Calvary’s sacrifice against 
the victory of an empty tomb (vs. 10, 
11); self-centered crowds who “left him, 
and went their way” (v. 12) against 
Spirit-filled disciples who proclaimed 
the reality of a risen, living Redeemer 
(Acts 4:8-12). . 

It is well to view at Easter the events 
that led up to this great climax in the 
history of mankind, for ever since man 
lost his: original fellowship with God 
and began drifting down the stream of 
selfish interests toward danger and final 
defeat, Cod had been making ways of 
release for drifting ones. 

What did He do for His people? The 
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“vineyard” He planted was His own peo- 
ple Israel through whom He wanted to 
bear witness to the world. To them 
He gave a covenant (Gen. 17:9); a place 
of worship (Exod. 40:38); a land (Josh. 
1:2; judges and rulers (2 Sam. 7:10-16). 
Through all of this He built a “hedge” 
of protection about them to keep them 
close to Himself (Job 1:10). 

What did He desire from His people? 
He wanted “fruit,” results in yielded 


; souls of men (Ezek. 33:7, 11; Psa. 67:1-3). 


How did people fail? The God of 
mercy was rejected. Men desecrated 
every opportunity and advantage God 
offered. They mistreated every spiritual 
messenger whom God sent, until at last 
through His everlasting kindness God 
sent His Son to earth to take care of the 
Father’s business (Titus 3:3-5; Luke 2: 
49). “They will reverence my son,” He 
said, for here was One altogether gra- 
cious, loving and willing to reveal to in- 
dividuals their privileges as children of 
God. Christ’s purpose was to make men 
“heirs of God, and joint-heirs” with Him- 
self, but men misunderstood His motives, 
blocked His plans, tried to defeat His 
progress, until finally they sent the Lord 
Jesus to Calvary so that they might sep- 
arate Him from earthly gain. 

One of the saddest phrases in the Bible 
is found in Mark 12:12, “They left him, 
and went their way,” as though their 
cramped viewpoint and petty goals could 
compare with the glorious objectives of 
the Son of God. Did you ever think of 
what would have happened if God would 
have stopped His kindness to mankind 
at this point; and taken His beloved Son 
back to Himself without revealing Him 
again to a cruel world? 

He didn’t do that! He gave us Easter! 
The overwhelming love of God could 
not be crushed. The Creator never stop- 
ped wanting to give new, eternal life 
to individuals and to make them aware 
that they might be “heirs” of the treas- 
ures of Heaven and should have a share 
in their Father’s business. 

He now wants to use young folks as 
He used Peter to glorify Himself, and 
He is doing it through those who are 
yielded to Him and ready to make Him 
known. He wants to take each one of 
you out of yourself into Christ (Col. 1: 
28); out of worldly ways into Heaven’s 
program (John 4:34; Acts 5:29). He 
wants you to have as your objective: 
salvation, your own and that of others 

(Acts 4:12), to Know the available power 
of His name (Matt. 18:20; John 15:16; 


20:31), and to make His name known: 


(Eph. 1:19-21; Phil. 2:10; Col. 3:17). 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


“By Christ’s death and resurrection, 
apprehended and trusted, we enter into 
eternal life, and by wholehearted yield- 
edness to Christ as Lord and Master, we 
enter into the experience of abounding 
life."—Dr. W. Graham Scroggie. 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


APPROACH 


HE last time we studied a parable, 

we had the Lord’s explanation of it. 
“Today we have another parable. This 
time the explanation does not follow. 
But those who heard it understood the 
meaning. Let us see if we can find the 
meaning, too.’ 


THE PARABLE 


Of what is the vineyard a picture? 
Who is the owner of the vineyard? You 
will find the answer to both these ques- 
tions in Isaiah 5:7. Husbandmen were 
those who took care of a vineyard. Of 
whom would they be a picture? Cor- 
rect. The leaders of Israel. What were 
the servants of God called who were 
sent to Israel? How does the Lord say 
they were treated? Let us make a list 
on the blackboard of as many prophets 
as we can think of. Then let us find out 
how they were treated, 


Isaiah — killed by King Manasseh (tra- 
dition — see also 2 Kings 21:16) 

Jeremiah — put in prison (Jer. 32:2; 37: 
15) 

Amos — exiled (Amos 7:12) 

Zechariah —stoned (2 Chron. 24: 21) 
Zechariah (the one .who wrote Zech- 
ariah) — killed (Matt. 23:35) 
John the Baptist —— beheaded (Matt. 14: 

10) 
See also Hebrews 11:32-39. 


Who is the well-beloved Son? (Matt. 
3:17.) The Jewish leaders who were 
listening to this parable hated the Lord 
and were already planning to kill Him 
(v. 12). So this parable made them an- 
gry. But they did not arrest Him that 
day. Why? ‘ 

But not many days after they did ar- 
rest the Lord. And they did cast Him 
out and they killed Him. Do you re- 
member that the Lord Jesus was cruci- 
fied outside the city wall? This world 
rejected Him. He had made the world 
in the first place. Now He had come to 
redeem the world. Yet they cast Him 
out and killed Him. No one could name 
one sin for which Jesus®died. Even 
Pilate said, “I find in him no fault at 
all.” The Lord Jesus had never said, 
or done, or thought anything wrong. But 
He died for my sins and for yours, 


Peter’s SERMON 


How happy we are that the Lord Jesus 
rose from the dead! Now we have a 
sermon only five verses long. Peter 
preached this to the Jewish leaders who 
had worked together to get the Lord 
crucified. See if you can find six things 
Peter told them about the Lord Jesus 
in these few verses. 

(1) They had crucified Christ. 

(2) God raised Him from the dead. 

(3) His power had just healed a man. 

(4) He had been rejected by men (“set 
at nought of you builders”). 





‘what would we do? 
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(5). God has exalted Him (“become the 
head of the commer’). 
(6) Salvation is only through Him. 


CONCLUSION 


Today all Christians everywhere are 
rejoicing that they have a living Saviour. 
How do we know He is living?" Two ways. 
One, because there are many proofs of 
the Resurrection. Here is one. Peter 
stood up in the court and told those who 
had condemned Christ to death that He 
had been raised. If someone should try 
to tell us that a man who was buried in 
our city only a few days ago was alive, 
But they did not 
laugh. They knew the Lord’s grave was 
empty, and that Peter spoke the truth. 
Another way we know Christ is alive is 
that He hears and answers us when we 
pray. 

ALTERNATE CONCLUSION ~- 

Are you still on the side of this world 
which has rejected Christ, or have you 
moved over to God’s side where He is 
honored? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 


Taking Jesus Into Our Lives 
(Mark 12:1-12; Acts 4:8-12) 


VINEYARD is a place where grapes 
grow. 

The Lord Jesus once told a story about 
a good man who owned a large vine- 
yard. Since this owner traveled far 
away, the vineyard was rented to sev- 
eral men who were to raise grapes and 
sell them. One day the owner sent his 
servant to collect money made from sell- 
ing the grapes. 

But those wicked men did not hand 
over the money at all. Instead, they 
beat the servant who came for it. The 
kind owner sent another servant. But 
the wicked men threw stones at him 
and chased him away. 

At last, the owner said, “I have a son 
who is so strong and good that those 
men will surely give him the money for 
the grapes. So I will send my son to 
get it.” 

What do you think those wicked men 
did? They said to each other, “Here 
comes the old man’s boy. Let us kill 
him, then we can have all the money 
for ourselves.” 

And that’s just what they did. They 
— killed — the — son ! 

The Lord Jesus told this story so those 
who were listening to Him, the leaders 
of the Jewish people, could see how God 
looked down on their nation as His vine- 
yard. He had planted not grapes but 
people. And to get the people to turn 
away from their sins, God sent first His 
servants, the prophets. (Name several.) 
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WAEHLTE’S LOVELY SONGS 


197 New lifting melodies, loving words, in 2 books, 
for devotions or church. Both $1.25. 


REV. FRED M. WAEHLTE, MULINO, OREGON 





















One of the Greatest Books 


ever written on 


School Organization 
Administration” 
By Dr. Louis Entzminger 


He has organized and reorganized churches and 

‘ Sunday Schools for the past 35 years. Espe- 
a prepared for pastors, superintendents, 
teachers. Every problem that will ever 

pean 6 you is carefully and thoroughly ex- 
plained. These methods will work in any 
church, anywhere. Discount on large orders. 
Price, $1.50. Order from Dr. Louis Entzmin- 
ger, 408 Throckmorton, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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BIBLE 
VISUALIZED BOOK 


Life of Esther 


The beautiful story of 
Esther told in Standard’s inimitable 
‘ continuous pictures, full ‘color. 48-page 
book, 225 pictures. An authentic, rev- 
erent Bs ec rmarng Esther lives in the 
beautiful pictures, an inspiration. for 
readers of all ages. Excellent for Vaca- 
tion Schools, too. 45c each; $4.50 dozen, 


FREE DVBS HELPS 


Send for free Daily Vacation Bible 
hool prospectus giving full informa- 
tion about Standard’s courses for Kin- 


Primary, Junior and Inter 
Bn Address Desk 33. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 
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But the leaders of the Jews did not 
treat God’s servants well. 

Then God said, “I’ll send my Son, Jesus 
Christ, down to that world. They ought 
to listen to Him.” But did they? No, 
they spit on Him, put thorns on His head, 
whipped Him, and finally —see, here in 
the Treasure Chest is a picture of what 
they did. 

I suppose then the Devil said, “Aha! 
Now we've got God’s Son! He is dead 
and cannot save anyone from sin.” 

We know the Devil lied. What hap- 
pened to the Lord Jesus Christ on that 
first Easter morning? ‘ 

So He can save us from sin since He 
is alive—now and always. 

But we must remember He will not 
save us unless we ask Him, and take 
Him into our lives every day. 

Our Memory Verse (Mark 12:10) is 
about doing this. It speaks about build- 
ing — not a house, but a life with Jesus 
in it. 

Dick, will you find a bag of blocks 
here in the Treasure Chest? (Use build- 
ing blocks of various sizes, — and 
colors.) 

Now we'll build just a part of a house. 


All these smaller blocks are like the. 


days or weeks of our lives. And this 
biggest block will go right into the cor- 
ner at the bottom so it can hold up the 
rest. I’ve written JESUS on this tape. 
— Betty, will you come and stick it onto 
our biggest block? You see, if we are 


. going to have a true Christian life, we 


must put the Lord Jesus Christ ‘into 
that life every single day. 

But suppose I get tired of having the 
Lord Jesus in my life, and want to push 
Him out of the building — as the keepers 
of the vineyard pushed out God’s serv- 
ants and His Son. Clyde, you come and 
push out this big block and see what 
happens. Crash! The whole thing tum- 
bles down! 

Now, Jean, would you like to put the 
Lord Jesus back in? Because we are 
going to keep Him in always, aren’t we? 
Then some day we shall go into that 
glorious place called Heaven. 

And that brings us to our beautiful 
song again (‘I "Think When I Read That 
Sweet Story”). Here is one more verse, 

“In that beautiful place He is gone to 

prepare —” 
This is really verse four, but last Sun- 
day we had the missionary verse with 
the missionary lesson. Next Sunday I 
hope to have the whole song typed and 
mounted for each of you. 

(For mounting the song, use construc- 
tion paper, which may be purchased at 
a stationery store or print shop. Attach 
cords for hanging.) 


ForESTVILLE, N. Y. 
we 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay SCHOOL 
TIMEs. 
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Illustrating the Lesson 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
d conditions which 


d 
b is paid for each 
illustration atcepted, and GA the L ay one. 
lliustrations must —_ the three . 
moaths in advance of the lesson, ond should 
net ot clip) Gged Soom cont Sontier “Tilustration Round 
erence is given to illustrations 
L oe printed lesson text. Because of = 
erg esent A a wa le, readers are asked to 
imit submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Beware of Removing Old Landmarks. 
—The stone which the builders rejected 
is become the head of the corner (Mark 
12:10, Golden Text). We need to stand 
solid on the old doctrines of grace. There 
is a tendency to remove the old land- 
marks, tear the old creeds as scraps of 
worthless paper, and to preach new doc- 
trines contrary to the Word of God. The 
doctrine of sin according to Bible stand- 
ards is no longer contended for, and the 
Ten Commandments were given before 
there was anything like a modern civil- 
ization. Kipling told a vital truth in 
the lines: 

The craft that we call modern, 

The crime that we call “new,” 

John Bunyan had them typed and filed 

in 1682. 
—From Pentecostal Herald. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


What Kind of “Fruit’?—He sent to 
the husbandmen a servant, that he might 
receive ... of the fruit of the vineyard 
(Mark 12:2). Recently I read of a cer- 
tain evangelical pastor of a fashionable 
city church who started a work among 
slum boys. He succeeded in getting a 
number of them into the church parlors 
for meetings, and taught them the way . 
of salvation. Unfortunately the boys 
soiled the parlor carpets and upholstery. 
The pastor was called before the church 
officers to give an account of the damage 
done. His defense was something like 
this: “Brethren, when called to give 
an account to my Master, what shall I 
say? — ‘Here, Lord, is the church with 
which Thou didst entrust me. It is in 
good shape. The church parlor carpets 
and chairs are as good as new, all nice 
and clean.” May He not say to me, 
‘Where are the souls which I sent you 
to win for me? Where are the boys?’” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Mistake of the Builders.—This is 
the stone which was set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head 
of the corner (Acts 4:11). The Jewish 
rabbis have a tradition concerning one 
of the stones cut in a distant quarry for 
the Temple of Solomon, and brought to 
Jerusalem to find its place in the build- 
ing. But it was a peculiar shape, and 
though carved with figures of exquisite 
loveliness and grade, there was found no 
place for it and the workmen thrust it 
to one side. During the years the Tem- 
ple was building, it became covered with 
moss and rubbish. But when the Tem- 
ple, shining in marble and gold, was al- 
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most completed, and the multitudes were 
assembled to witness the dedication, in- 
quiry was made for the topstone, the 
crowning beauty of the whole. They 
found it in this despised and neglected 
moss-covered stone. They cleansed it, 
brought to light its beauty, lifted it to 
its place amid shouts of joy, and it be- 
came the crown and glory of the Temple. 
Such is the fact about the Lord Jesus 
Christ whom the Jews rejected—From 
Peloubet’s Notes. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Short Ladders and Bridges.—Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved 
(Acts 4:12). A ladder was run up 
against the~ Woolworth Building in New 
York. It reached the fourth floor — the 
fire was in the forty-third. It was only 
thirty-nine stories short. There is no 
other way of salvation from hell here- 
after and from sin now than through the 
blood atonement of Jesus Christ. Imi- 
tation of the sinless life of the Son of 
God even cannot save. The Bishop of 
Durham used to say, “A Christ who is 
not God is a bridge broken at the far- 
ther end.”—From the Expositor. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration, 


The One Important Word.—Neither is 
there salvation in any other (Acts 4:12). 
Dr. S. D. Gordon tells of an old Chris- 
tian woman whose age began to tell on 
her memory. She had once known much 
of the Bible by heart. Eventually only 
one precious bit stayed with her. “I 
know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him 
against that day.” By and by part of 
that slipped its hold, and she would 
quietly repeat, “That which I have com- 
mitted unto him.” At last, as she hovered 
on the borderland between this and the 
spirit world, her loved ones noticed her 
lips moving. They bent down to see if 
she needed anything. She was repeating 
over and over again to herself the one 
word of the text, “Him, Him, Him.” She 
had lost the whole Bible but one word. 
But she had the whole Bible in that one 
word.—From the American Holiness 
Journal. Sent by Laura Emerson, Marion, 
Ind. 

w 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 290) 


1. His patience and goodness. 


2. He built a hedge or a fence that would 
keep out animals or those who would steal 
or destroy the fruit; he. “digged a place 


for the winefat” — a wine press or winevat; - 


he built a tower for the watchmen. 


3. (a) The laborers received a certain por- 
tion of the fruits, perhaps a third or a 
fourth. Sometimes, too, the seed was pro- 
vided and the laborers were paid wages. 


(b) The tenant paid money rent to the. 


owner. (c) The tenant agreed to give the 
owner a definite amount of the yield, 
whether the harvest was good or bad. 
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4. First the prophets were sent; then the 
one greater— John the Baptist; and finally 
God’s Son, the Lord Jesus. The husband- 
men were the religious leaders of the peo- 
ple. 


5. From Isaiah 5:1-7. 


6. The chief priests, and’ scribes, and 
elders, to whom Christ was speaking, said; 
“He will miserably destroy those wicked 
men, and will let out his vineyard to other 
husbandmen, which shall render him the 
fruits in their season” (Matt. 21:43). Now 
the divine blessing has been taken from 
Israel and has been given to the Church; 
it has been let out to other husbandmen 
who will render Him the fruits. 
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7. (a) To Israel, who rejected Him, He 
was a stumbling stone and a rock of offence 
(Isa. 8:14; 1 Pet. 2:8). (b) To the Church 
He is the foundation stone and the head of 
the corner (1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20-22). (c) 
To Gentile world powers He will be the 
stone, smiting in judgment, falling upon 
them to scatter them as dust (Dan. 2:34, 
35, 44, 45). 


8. The Lord was quoting Psalm 118:22, 23, 
which the Jews often applied to their com- 
ing Messiah. The Holy Spirit Himself so 
applies it (Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:7). 

9. Peter, by the Holy Spirit, in announcing 
the truth of the healing through Jesus, was 
formally stating before all Israel the ques- 





A missionary 
doctor and 
native Chris- 
tian nurse 
provide 





A Gwo-fold Ministry 


THE Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions was 
organized in 1933 and chartered in 
1934 for the specific purpose of 
establishing and conducting “truly 
Biblical Missions among all nations.” 


By virtue of a two-fold objective 
—a witness to and a witness against 


—it is by no means “just another 
Mission Board.” ° 


In faithfulness to its God-given 
ministry, it bears positive testimony 
to the integrity and sufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures as revealing Christ 
the only way of eternal life and as 
constituting God's final and perfect 
word to man. In loving obedience 
to that Way and that Word, this 
Board also stands, an availing testi- 


mony against that insidious form of 
unbelief called “modernism,” which 
in our day has so cunningly crept 
into the Christian Church, spreading 
through it to many mission lands. 


There, this “other gospel, which 
is not another” has undermined con- 
fidence in God's Word, causing 
many heathen to cast it aside en- 
tirely; and giving a stone instead of 
bread to hungry souls who would 
find their Saviour. 


Missionary minded Christians, 
however, may support this Board 


- with’ full confidence they promote 


only that true Gospel which alone 
saves, and which Christ himself com- 
manded his true disciples to preach 
“to every creature.” 


If you are seeking a Foreign Bodrd, loyal to the Scriptures 


and to the 


reat commission, we invite you to correspond 


direct with The General Secretary, Dept. ........ «T 347 


1 
| EIN Board 


151 Maplewood Avenue 












for PRESBYTERIAN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Philadelphia 44, Pa., U.S.A. 


a 
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Are YOU Interested 
IN THE SALVATION OF YOUTH? 


The 558 young people who are enrolled tuition-free 
in the Institute are but a nucleus through which the 


salvation of many can be achieved. Your gifts to 
Bible Institute of Pennsylvania will open doors to’ 


greater growth for Him. 
lenge” — the Institute's new Brochure — will be sent 
free on request. : 


Gifts should be sent to Bible Institute 
of Pa., 15th & Race Sts., Phila. 2, Pa. 


“Meeting Today's Chal- 


A GROWING BIBLE INSTITUTE OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Room 111, 160 N. 15th St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


GOAL: $150,000 








The Times advertising columns can help,you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 





The I. @. on Jews and Judaism... 
Feast of Passover 





Q.—What is the correct and Biblical designa- 
tion of the Feast? 


A.—The Lord’s Passover (Exod. 12:11). 
Q.—When was the First Passover instituted? 


A.—On the night when the Children of Israel 
departed from Egypt (Exod. 12:11). 
Q.—On what date does the Feast fall this year 
(1945) and what is the Biblical date for 
the Feast? 


A.—This year the Feast be; on the eve of 
April 4th. The Bib date is the “first 
month of the year,” that is, the month 
Nisan. The Paschal lamb was to be slain 
on the 14th of Nisan, and eaten on the 
ovens of that day, which is counted as 
the 15th of the month (Exod. 12:6). 

Q.—How long does the Feast last? 

A.—According to Exodus 12:15, the Feast was 
to be observed for 7 days; but the Jews 
have, from time immemorial, celebrated 
it for 8 days. 


Q.—What are the most outstanding ceremonials 
of the Feast? 

A.—1. The killing of the lamb and the sprin- 
kling of its blood on the sign ts and 
upper door posts of the houses (Exod. 12: 
7). The blood was a token, for God said, 
“When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and the plague shall not be upon 

ou” (Exod. 12:13). 
. The eati of unleavened bread for 
seven days (Exod. 12:15). 
3. The eating of bitter herbs. 
Q.—Are these ancient rites still observed? 


A.—1. There is no sacrifice of the lamb, and 
no sprinkling of the blood. After Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb of God, was Sacrificed on 
the cross for the sins of the world, the 
temple was destroyed, sacrifices ceased, 
and the Aaronic esthood Gapppseres. 
2. The eating of the unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs (horse-radish), however, is still 
continued by Jews the world over, 

Q.—How do the Jews of today observe the 
Passover Feast? 


A.—On the evening of the Feast, the family 
gathers around the table. There are 3 
unleavened cakes on the plate typifying 
the Triune . The midddle cake is 
broken and hidden, a type of the broken 
body of Christ, which was buried (hidden 
in the tomb). There is wine, bitter herbs 
(showing the bitterness endured in Egypt), 


(Copyrighted) 





a roasted egs. salt water (representing the 
tears the Jews while in bondage), 
and a shank bone (tepresenting the lamb 
which they cannot offer as a sacrifice to- 
day). They read es from the Bible 
describing the Redemption from the bond- 

it, and “Hallel” or Hallelu- 


1 Cor. 11:21.) 


Q.—What are the most significant parts of the 
ritual that are of interest to the Christian? 


A.—a. The special cup of wine. reserved for 
Elijah as the “Forerunner,” whom the Jews 
expect to appear in spirit during the 
“Seder” or Passover ceremonial. 

b. At the lifting of the “Seder” plate they 
recite the following in Aramaic — probably 
recited by Christ and the Apostles — “Lo! 
this is e bread of affliction, which our 
ancestors ate in Egypt; let all those who 
are hungry, enter and eat thereof. ... 
At present we celebrate it here, but next 
ear we hope to celebrate it in Palestine. 
is year we are slaves, next year we hope 
to be freemen.” 
c. The significant chant which reads, “And 
I will pass through the Land of ypt; I 
myself and not an angel; and I will smite 
every firstborn; I myself, and not a seraph; 
and against all the gods of Egypt will I 
execute judgment; myself, and not a 
messenger; am the Lord: I am He and 
no other.” 


Q.—What message has the SCOTT MISSION 
for the Jews of today? 


A.—Namely this: that just as God Himself in 
His own glory came down to redeem Israel 
from the dage of pt,. just so, He in 
His glory came down redeem mankind 
from the bondage of sin. He came Him- 
self: He did not send a seraph, nor an 
ange], nor a messenger; but He, the Mighty 
God, ‘the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace came to save mankind; the Lamb of 
God, our Paschal Lamb, which taketh away 
the sins of the world. “Christ our Pass- 
over sai iced for us: therefore let us keep 
the Feast” (1 Cor. 5:7, 8). “Ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blem- 
ish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 


THE SCOTT MISSION TO THE JEWS 


Rev. Morris Zeidman, B.D., 
726 Bay St., Toronto 2, Ont., Canada. 


Brethren: 


“My Heart’s Desire and Prayer for Israel is that They Might Be Saved.” 


My offering for evangelizin: 
charge, literature on Jews and Ju 


My Name — Mr., Mrs., Miss ............... bd pcbeseucseosobeseeececcose éses 
BOF GINGER wiwtinwereciccocceccsave 0.0-06000 00 obec c CObe SSO SEEC 0c co ccnnceandonseepAassoanece re 


the Jews is... $—————.._ Please send me, free of 
daism. = 
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tion between God and the rulers of Israel. 
They were the builders who had rejected 
their Corner Stone. 


10. He had the Sadducees to oppose the 
doctrine of the Resurrection; hé had the 
Pharisees to oppose the living Christ. 


West CoLLincswoop, N. J. 
ue 
The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting- 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 6 
2. What Does Easter Mean to Me? 
(1 Cor. 15:12-22) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor,\..and are 
used by perniission. 


O MANY of us, Easter comes at a 

glorious time of the year. All nature 
is bursting into new life after the long 
winter’s sleep. Many of the restrictions 
brought about by the cold, snow, and 
ice of winter are lifted, and even the 
lighter and brighter clothing to which 
we change about this time of year re- 
flects the buoyancy and joy that seems 
to be in the very air. 

All of this is as it should be. But be- 
cause it is so, there is a danger that the 
Easter season should be looked upon 
merely as a time of physical release and 
material pleasure, when there are far 
richer and deeper joys upon which our 
thoughts should dwell. To the sincere 
believer these joys should be by no 
means seasonal. Every day in the year 
the believer should rejoice in the great 
truth of the Lord’s resurrection from the 
dead. Nevertheless, it is fitting that at 
the particular time of the year when the 
Lord rose from the grave, we should re- 
member with thanksgiving and joy the 
great blessings that are ours because He 
rose again. 
; we 


Let us see from God’s Word what 
Christ’s resurrection should mean to us, 
and then examine ourselves to see if 
these great truths are experimentally 
real in our hearts. 

The Lord’s resurrection means to the 
believer that sin’s power is broken. We 
are taught in the Word that it was the 
Lord’s death upon the cross in our place 
that canceled sin and blotted out the 
handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us (Col. 2:14). But had the Lord 
not risen from the dead, we would not 
have had the assurance that His sacrifice 
was adequate, that the price He paid 
was sufficient. Always there would have 
been a question in the minds of believers 
as to whether or not the Father had ac- 
cepted the atonement that was there 
made for us. Had the Lord Jesus’ body 
remained in the tomb and decayed like 
any other body, we would have always 
had the haunting fear lest He was merely 
a deluded leader such as Buddha, Mo-" 
hammed, or Mary Baker Eddy. His 
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resurrection from the dead in accord- 
ance with the Scriptures, and in accord 
with His own promise, is our assurance 
that Calvary’s work was sufficient and 
complete. 

% 


The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is 
the believer’s assurance of His abiding 
presence here and now; What would 
the Lord’s “I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5) have meant to 
us today had His body remained in the 
tomb? The fact that He met with and 
talked with His disciples on many occa- 
sions after He rose from the dead brings 
to each of us the assurance that we, too, 
may walk and talk with Him through 
life. 

ve yy 

The resurrection of the Lord, Jesus 
makes available to the believer power 
for daily living and service. You will 
notice that when Paul reaches the end 
of the great resurrection chapter in First 
Corinthians, from which our Scripture 
verses for this week are chosen, he sums 
up with these words, “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
moveable; always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 


_your labour is not in vain in the Lord” 


(1 Cor. 15:58). 


These were more than mere words 
to the Apostle Paul. He put them into 
constant practice in his own life, for we 
hear him say to the Philippians, “But 
what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ. . . . That I may 
know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection” (Phil. 3:7, 10). The word 
“power” used here is, in the Greek, re- 
lated to the root from which we get our 
words “dynamo” and “dynamite.” The 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus is that 
“dynamite” which Paul prays may be 
the realization of every believer (Eph. 
1:19, 20). Are you experiencing it in 
your daily life and in your Christian 
service? 

4 


The resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
should remove from every believer all 
fear of or uncertainty with regard to 
death. Some of us, undoubtedly, will 
have to pass through the experience of 
death, but we need have no concern be- 
cause the Lord Jesus has gone before. 
He has promised to be at our side, and 
He has given us the assurance that on 
the other side of death we will be with 
Him. “Because I live, ye shall live also” 
(John 14:19). 

ye 


Coupled with the fact of the Lord’s 
resurrection is His promise that He will 
come again (John 14:3; 1 Thess. 4:15- 
18). If the Lord Jesus had not risen 
from the dead, we would have little 
hope of His return. Instead, we have 
the added hope that we may be among 
those who will be alive at His coming, 
and may, therefore, not have to pass 
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Proclaims the Resurrection Life. 
Stands on the Infallible Word. 
Trains Youth for Christian Work. 


Upholds Clean Christian Life. 
(No smoking, cards, dancing, frats) 


Reservations NOW for Summer Session. 
June 2 - Fall Semester, September 8 


Write 
President WM. M. McCREERY - - - Sterling, Kansas 









feast for 
Lenten reading 


- +. AND A TREASURE HOUSE OF 
DEVOTIONAL AND SERMON MATERIAL 
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446 PAGES Majestic, reverently dramatized discourses on the 
$3.50 last days of our Lord—a Christ-centered, exalting 
Handsomely printed on book which every believer should read ond reread 
fine paper and bound . , . such is this mighty masterpiece by F. W. Krum- 


in rich green cloth, ; 

stomped in red and ™acher, prince of European preachers a centyry 
gerd: Eee bio- ago. One of the spiritual treasures of the past, this 
cS ae. when book is the first of Moody Press's widely acclaimed 


Smith, series of “Wycliffe Christian Classics.” 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith says of this great book: 


“The most remarkable and soul-searching sermons on every important 
aspect of the gospel narratives of the death of Christ ever Coegred by 
any one preacher of modern times.” 


«++ BE SURE TO READ KRUMMACHER'S 


“The Suffering Saviou 


FIRST IN THE WYCLIFFE SERIES OF CHRISTIAN CLASSICS = 
AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE= 


1 
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through, but will be changed in a twin- 
kling of an eye into His likeness, and 
receive from Him our glorious resur- 
rection bodies. 

ye 


The resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
brings to the believers the certainty of 
eternal life with Him. You will remem- 
ber the trial and despair in the hearts 
of the Lord’s disciples after His body 
was laid away in the tomb. Luke pic- 
. tures that despair when’ he tells of 

MRS, J. J. TROUT the two returning to their home at 
164 W. 74th St. New York 23, N. Y. Emmaus ‘when the risen Lord joined 
PP APPPPP PPP PP PP PPP PPP them (Luke 24). Such despair and 


"Short of the Word of God 


nothing has meant more to me in my devotional life” 


Said Margaret Clarkson in SUNDAY magazine 
referring to the spiritual inspiration of hymns. 


Stories of Hymns We Love 


By Cecilia M. Rudin, M. A. 
Here is a true supplement of your Bible for guidance, comfort and 
inspiration. This precious volume brings alive the glory and the 
drama of sacred hymns from Luther to the present day. Covers 
400 years in chronological order with 120 stanzas, poetic and 
_spiritual gems, for reading, memorizing, 
meditating —from such beloved hymns 
as: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”; “Christ 
Sooeal sae the Lord is Risen”; “He Leadeth Me”; “The 
only $1.25 Old Rugged Cross” and many others. 

“Changed my life,” writes one delighted reader. Many keep a 
“gift” supply of copies on hand. Its beauty and helpfulness gelights 
young and old. 

Order today through your bookstore or direct 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY: INC. 


1018 South Wabash Avenue Dept. ST Cnicago 5, Ul. 
a 


recreation. 


Season, June 27 to September 2, 1947 


Write for circular 
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Song Books With A Message! 
HYMNS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 


Over fifteen large editions attest the usefulness of this great church hymoal—~ 
from famed First Baptist Church of New York City to many humble missions 
and mission stations. Music carefully selected for harmony, words for faithful- 
ness to the Word of God. Emphasis on evangelism, missions, and the deeper 
life. 504 songs. Responsive readings. Complete indexes. Round notes and 
Roxite cloth edition only, Beautifully made. $1.25 each, postpaid; $100 
@ 100, catriage extra. 


eee 
PALMS OF VICTORY 


A new scng book, carrying the note of victory into the Bible and Missionary Confer- 
ences of America. Designed especially for evangelistic campaigns, missionary rallies, 
and Youth for Christ mass meetings. Numbers new and old. Choruses. Choir and 
special numbers. Reinforced manila binding. 138 songs. 25c each, postpaid; $22.50 
a 100, carriage extra. 

. 


THE NEW CRUSADE SONGS 


Similar in purpose and design to PALMS OF VICTORY, but of smaller compass. 107 numbers, 
each, postpaid; $17.50 a 100, carriage extra. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Ps.  ccumasmaneaeaanennnn 
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greater would be ours today if the Lord 
Jesus had not risen from the dead. In- 
stead, we know that His assuring and’ 
comforting words in John 14 are true. 
He rose again from the dead on that 
third day, even as He said, and we may, 
therefore, rest back on the certainty 
that He has, indeed, gone to prepare a 
place for us, and that where He ‘is, we 
will be also throughout all eternity. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Children 1 at Home 


In Exchange for a Rooster 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


BDULLA trotted along the road hap- 

pily, trying to keep up to his longer- 
legged father. In his arms was his pet 
rooster, Sher Khan. The sun was just 
peeping over the horizon, to give warn- 
ing that it was going‘to be a really hot 
day even here away up in the north of 
India, where the cool mountains are so 
near. 

Fateh Mohammed looked down at his 
small son. “Are you sure you want 
tc sell Sher Khan at the mela?” he asked. 

“At first my heart said ‘No,’ but now 
it says ‘Yes,’” replied Abdulla. “How 
else can I get money to spend at the 
mela? I want to go on the swings and 
whatever else they have, and I want to 
buy all the candy and food and fruit 
I can eat.” 

“All right,” laughed his father; “he’s 
your rooster. Only don’t eat so much 
you'll get sick.” 

A mela is something like a country 
fair here in America. Farmers had 
brought their buffaloes and cattle and 
sheep and goats to sell. Old men and 
young and many children crowded the 
grounds, all dressed in their best. There 
were stalls where fruit, and candy, and 
spicy food, and hot tea were sold, and 
everyone seemed ready to eat. All sorts 
of amusements there were where chil- 
dren were having the time of their lives, 
also places where men gambled away 
much of the money they had brought 
with them. 

Abdulla stayed close to his father most 
of the time. He didn’t want to run any 
risk of getting lost in the crowds. 

“Look, Father!” he said. “There is a 
white man, a foreigner !” 

Sure enough, a white man was stand- 
ing in the midst of a crowd, and with 
him were two Indian men with books in 
their’ arms. 

“What is he doing?” asked Abdulla. 

“I don’t know,” answered his father. 
“We'll go and see. Brother,” he asked 
a stranger as they came nearer, “what 
is the foreigner doing here?” 

“He is selling the Word of God. See, 
he has the books on his bicycle.” 

“You mean the Book of our Prophet, 
the Koran?” 




















Lesson for April 6 


“No, the holy Injil, the New Testa- 
ment. The books are very cheap.” 

“They are not only cheap; they are 
well printed. Look at this one,” said 
another man. 

Fateh Mohammed examined the book. 
“The printing makes no difference to 
me,” he said. “I cannot read.” 

“I can read, Father,” spoke up Ab- 
dulla. “Let me, see.” 

“Yes, my son can read,” said Fateh 
Mohammed proudly. 

An old man in the crowd was trying 
to make himself heard. 
side the books?” he asked. “Of what 
use are books to those whose eyes are 
failing, and who cannot read anyway?” 

“True,” said the white man. “Perhaps 
I had better tell you about them. Shall 
I read something?” 

“Yes, read,” said the old man. “Hush! 
all of you. I want to hear what is in- 
side this holy book.” 

“As Jesus passed by he saw a man 
blind from his birth,” read the white 
man, on through the wonderful account 
of Jesus’ healing the man born blind. 
When he finished there were various 
comments from the crowd. 

“No ordinary man could do that,” said 
someone. ” 

‘It is the work of God,” said another. 

“Yes, that is true,” agreed the for- 
eigner. “It was God—Jesus Christ — 
who lived and worked among men.” 

“Jesus? The same Prophet Yisu of 
whom our blessed Prophet Mohammed 
speaks?” 

“The same. He is the greatest of all 
prophets, the one God sent to be the 
Saviour of men.” 

“The greatest of the prophets? How 
can that be? Mohammed is the greatest. 
The foreigner is telling lies,” said a tall, 
black-bearded man in the crowd. “Don’t 
listen to him.” 

“Buy one of the books, brother,” sug- 
gested the white man. “You can then 
read aboyt Christ, the sinless one, and 
can judge for yourself.” 

Abdulla and ‘his father were edging 
closer and closer to the foreigner, and 
Abdulla was staring for all he was worth 
at him and at the bright-colored books. 

“I want one of those books, Father,” 
he said. “I still have some money left.” 
“Well, it’s your money,” laughed his 
father. “Sher Khan brought a good price. 
Give your money and get your book, 
and then we must hurry home.” 

Shyly Abdulla handed his penny to 
the white man, and was given in ex- 
change a bright yellow book. 

“Read it carefully, Son,” the white man 
said. “The book is priceless, even though 
the ,price you give for it is little.” 

Abdulla put the book away carefully 
in the folds of his clothing, and he and 
his father started on the long walk 
home. He found it harder than ever to 
keep up to the strides of his tall father. 
It had been an exciting, happy day, but 
a long one. 





“What is in-. 
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“Tired, Son?” asked Fateh Mohammed. -Ouvan BusweuJe 
“Too tired,” said Abdulla. oe 
“Then it doesn’t pay to go to melas, 

does it?” his father teased. 

“Certainly it pays,” insisted Abdulla. 
“I had lots of fun, and my stomach is 
full.” 

“And you aren’t sorry you sold Sher 
Khan?” 

“No, I'm not. I did love Sher Khan, 
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MU) BIBLE INSTITUT! 





New Opportunities in 








School provides 
cqpoerantites for many who cannot be accommodated 
during regular school year (fall enrollment already filled). New dormi- 
tories enable us to take more students this summer. Full scholastic 
rogram, warm Christian fellowship. Graduate offerings in theology and 
hristian education have been strengthened; pastors, teachers, Christian 
workers can now earn Master’s degree in these fields during summer 
sessions. Early application advised. Write for Bulletiri. j 


June 10-20 Inter Session and Christian Workers Institute; June 21-July 18 
First Four-Week Term; July 19-August 15 Second Four-Week Term 


DIRECTOR OF THE SUMMER SCHOOL sen tS59 Whsston, U 


Car El 
“1 AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE” 


Did Jesus Christ speak these 
words only for you? Or this 
boy— “one of the least of these” 
— in whose little body the bac- 
teria of leprosy had almost 
planted death-in-life? 











Almost but not quite, because 
an American friend gave him in 
a Christian leprosy colony, ref- 
uge, loving care, healing, and 
“the Resurrection and the Life.” 


Will you make these gifts to 
such a boy, as your Easter offer- 
ing to your Lord and Savior? 
You could give them to him for 
a yeat for $30. 


Send your gift today through the American Mission to Lepers 


which aids 100 leprosy colonies of many denominations and 
faith missions. 





AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, INCORPORATED 








File 8-M, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. ~ 

Dear Friends: I enclose my Easter offering of $-<--<==.==to give a child “the Resurrection 
and the Life.” ; 
Name -- - 
Street or box 














Town, zone, and state 
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Py) ye ow! — College Preparatory Boarding 
and Day School — girls ages. 9 to 18. 24 miles 
from Metropolitan New York. High academic 
tandards, duly dited. Individual training. Special 
emphasis on molding and cultivating Christian charac- 
ter in the most formative years, when lasting impres- 

sions are made. 

Address: 


THE ¢ 
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but he was getting to be a very quar- 
relsome old rooster.” 

“Perhaps when the old hen hatches 
out her brood of chickens, there’ll be an- 
other little rooster for you to raise,” 
suggested Fateh Mohammed. 

Adbulla’s eyes had a twinkle in them. 
“That’s what I had thought, too, Father,” 


MONTROSE onou. he said. “And if I hadn’t sold Sher 


ESSEX FELLS ay nly v.s.a. Khan, how could I have had money for 
YY, the mela — for the swings, and for candy, 
and for good hot curry?” 

“But Sher Khan is gone now, and 

















you'll miss him. And of course the good 

.. Through the Bible Study hot curry and the candy didn’t last 
| Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. long, and you couldn’t bring the swings 
F Le BS 9 4 home with you. You are so tired, too, 
* For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, you can hardly keep up with me. Per- 
; Bible —— es haps after all, a mela doesn’t pay. You 
Mestings. and Home Study. have nothing to show for it.” Fateh 
20c; 4 grades 75¢; Set $3.60 Wiohammed’s eyes were still teasing as 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex, he looked down at his small son. 








A LITTLE KNOWN SERVICE! 
SALVATION ARMY 


ANNUITIES 


Provide older 6 pee with a steady, guaranteed income in 
the twilight years of life, also a share in the physical and 
spiritual rehabilitation of mankind. 


Annuities are issued under the supervision of the :S 
New York State Insurance t. Annual ¥ 


incomes up to 7%, depending upon age. 

















Write for booklet 14 











THE SALVATION ARMY « 130 w. 14th St 








Soriplure Text Stationery Ever Offered 
Every Assortment Is Really De Luxe 


NOTES LETTERS 
Printed on fine vellum finish 
paper. 24 folded notes and 24 Atizactive boxes of 34 shests 








—, two colors. Ribbon ties. 
ue Trim Rosebud design 
Baasked Deslan Blue Border 
60c each 15e each 


COMBINATION BOXES 


Mach, contains 12 Suited, biter chads. Te SNES enn and SF 
velopes. ribbon ties. ne paper 
T Sips ttina Bios 41000 Gold and White $1.00 


10¢ mailing ae py 3 8 than $1.00. 


‘The Gospel Light Press 


{1443 N. VINE STREET Dept. I HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIF. 
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“You forget, Father, I do have some- 
thing. I have my little book. Perhaps 
I shall like it even better than Sher 
Khan.” 

“Ah, yes, the book,” said Fateh Mo- 
hammed. “You must read to me from it, 
my son. The foreigner said it contains 
great treasure.” 


New WILMIncrTOoN, Pa. 
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Four Modern Errors Exposed 


ONSTANTLY, Sunday school teach- 

ers and Christian workers are en- 
countering such questions as: “What’s 
wrong: with the movies?” “Just what is 
Modernism, and why is it dangerous?” 
“What are some of the reasons a high 
school student can give for refusing to 
accept the teachings of evolution?” 
“Why is Christian Science contrary to 
God’s Word?” 

Often there is neither time nor oppor- - 
tunity to answer such questions satis- 
factorily, but do you know that excel- 
lent leaflets that answer these and other 
vital questions are available? They are 
reprints of articles that have appeared 
in the pages of THe Sunpay ScHoou 
Truss, and, at the request of readers, 
have been issued in convenient leaflet 
form. Armed with a supply of these, 
how simple it is to hand one to an in- 
quirer, or slip one in an envelope with 
a brief, encouraging, and sympathetic 
note to some young friend who is sin- 
cerely puzzled by such problems. 

Here is a list of the leaflets in question, 
with prices indicated: A supply of any 
one or all of them may be secured by 
addressing The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadel- 
phia 5. Just state the quantity of each 
you wish and enclose the proper amount 
in stamps or coin. 

» Should Christians Ape Hollywood? By the 
Rev. J. E. Harris. (5 cents each; 15 cents for 


six; 25 cents a dozen; 75 cents fifty; $1.50 
a hundred.) 

The Poison of Modernism. By Oswald J. 
Smith, DD. (5 cents each; 15 cents for ‘six; 
25 cents a dozen; 75 cents for fifty; $1.50 a 
hundred.) 

Answering 2 High School Girl’s Questions on 
Evolation, By Arthur IL Brown, M.D., F.R.C.S. 
(10 cents each; 50 cents for six; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty.) . 

Christian Science and the Bible Compsred. 
By May Humphrey Pease. (5 cents each; 25 
cents for six; 40 cents a dozen; $3 a hundred.) 





Evangelical International 
Lesson List for. 1947 


LIST of the Evangelical Interna- 

tional Sunday School Lessons for 
the entire year 1947 has now been pre- 
pared in convenient pamphlet form. 
This list shows the topics for each Sun- 
day, together with the Supplementary 
Readings and the Golden Texts. And, 
in addition, Memory Verses for the Pri- 

















Lesson for April 6 


mary Department have been suggested. 
It is of a size suitable for pocket or 
purse, and will be of convenience to 
teachers, superintendents, and Sunday 
school workers. The list may be had 
ftom The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, at ten cents a copy or §1 per 
dozen. Just ask for the 1947 Evangelical 
International Sunday School Lesson List. 
This is, of course, an entirely distinct 
ahd different lesson list from that pub- 
lished for the International Uniform 
Lessons, which list has already been 
announced, and is still available at the 
same prices as given above. 


ye 
With the New Books 


Faith and Freedom. By J. Wesley 
Bready. (American Tract Society, New 
York 19; $1.50... The content of this 
book is pretty well summed up by the 
following quotation: 


“Sir Charles Oman .. . wrote me re- 
cently saying, ‘I have always agreed 
with your conclusion that Wesley saved 
England from spiritual and moral col- 
lapse.’ 

“Now, of what other person dare one 
say that he ‘saved England from spir- 
itual collapse’? And what higher 
achievement could be open to mortal 
man? for, in saving England, Wesley 
initiated a moral movement whose re- 
percussions encircled the globe.” 


While the author is not writing a 
biography of John Wesley he is trying 
to show the impact and influence that 
the evangelical revival of that day ex- 
erted upon the social, political, and eco- 
nomic life of the world (particularly 
Britain and America) and which con- 
tinues to this day. The author has cer- 
tainly gone to great pains, and engaged 
in tremendous research, to prove his 
point. Whitefield, Barnardo, Shaftes- 
bury, Asbury, and others are presented, 





relative to the distinct contribution of © 


each to the social and national welfare 
of all, as a direct result of their faith 
in Christ, largely due to the Wesleyan 
revival. The matter of emancipation 
holds a large place in the treatise which, 
the author affirms, was a direct fruit of 
Wesley’s ministry. He contrasts evan- 
gelical truth with. the communistic hu- 
manism of Karl Marx and shows the 
horrors that are inevitably produced by 
the latter. He rightly concludes: “In 
recent decades, nevertheless, our spir- 
itual springs have been sadly clogged 
by cynicism and disillusionment. If, 
therefore, our heritage of free institu- 
tions is to be sustained and enlarged, if 
our destiny is to be recharged with as- 
piration, soul vision and soul values must 
be recaptured and’ cherished. To this 
end another such capable consecrated 
and inspired crusader as John Wesley 
is our direst need; and another such 
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Christian awakening as the mighty evan. 
gelical revival is our surest hope. ‘Chris- 
tendom — whither bound?’ is a question 
every serious person must be prepared 
to face, and he must face it now. De- 
mocracy’s recent victory in arms. with- 
out the recapture of a faith that revives 
spiritual rectitude will only “delude us 
again.” It is‘regrettable that the author 
should quote from such an outstanding 
Modernist as S. Parkes Cadman, even 
though the statement quoted is not con- 
trary to divine truth. It is a well-writ- 
ten book by a real scholar who is un- 
questionably on the right track. 


Ten Vital Messages. By John R. Sam- 
pey. (Broadman Press, Nashville 3, Tenn., 
$1.25.) These ten messages are of un- 
equal value, Some being very helpful 
and one of them in particular being 
misleading. The author does not “rightly 
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SCOFIELD BIBLES 


No. 30, 80—Cloth, rededges - . $2.25, $2.75 
No. 53, 73—Leather, red under gold edges $7.00, $8.50 
No. 153, 173~as 53 and 73, Concordance $8.00, $9.50 
No. 3X, &X—aé 53, 73, Indja Paper, 
BY thick $8.50, $10.50 
No. 133X, 183X—as 33X, 83X, Concordance, $9.50, $11.50 
No. 157X, 177X—as 133X, 183X, 
leather-lined $12.00, $14.00 
No. 167X, 197X—as 157X, 177X, Morocco, 
gold edges, half circuit, $14.75, $19.25 
If you wish smaller size (7'’ x 4"’) Bible (First price 
and minion type), order first number. The second 
number refets to the larger size (8% x 534"') Bible 
(second-price and brevier type). 
78X—as 197X, Alaska seal, limp binding, no Concord- 
ance, $14.00. 
385X—Loose-leaf, Morocco, divinity circuit, leather- 
lined, $25.00 


Thumb index, 75 cents additional. Prices may be ad- 
vanced when stock is out. Ministers may deduct 10%. 


CHRISTIAN BOOK CENTER 
316 North 4th Avenue Tucson, Ariz. 
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THE BEST in VISUAL AIDS Now In 


BEAUTIFUL RICH COLORS AT Reduced Prices 

You will want this new, realistic, picture method of telling 
Bible stories or preaching illustrated sermons. Holds 
your class spellbound. Discipline problems solved. 
Give it a try in your class. You'll be surprised at the 
results. Children want to learn and they clamor for this 
new way of presenting Bible truths. You will double your * 
attendance. Write for free folder telling all about this 
new method of teaching, to — 


STOR Y-0O-GRAPHS, Dept. T, P.O. Box 145, Pasadena, Calif. 











Russians PLEAD for Bread of Life 








Rev. Paul B. Peterson 
President 
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Russian & Eastern European Mission 








THIS AD PAID FOR BY A FRIEND. 


Multitudes of Russians that have no one to preach to them 
can be reached with soul-winning literature. They write from 
many countries pleading for it. This Mission has produced 
considerable quantities of Russian literature, read by all classes 
of Russians, including professors, engineers, Greek Orthodox 
clergymen, and other spiritually-hungry intellectuals. 

But at present we are unable to respond to such eae 
because our stock of Russian tracts, phlets and books is 
nearly exhausted. New literature for both saved and unsaved 
is urgently needed, to be shared with other Russian mis- 
sionary societies. 

For the publication of reprints as well as of new, sound, 
non-sectarian Russian literature we require $25,000 NOW. All 
gifts will be used 100% for this purpose—not a cent for over- 
head expenses. 

Rev. N. J. Poysti, Field Superintendent of this Mission, 
whose parents were saved in St. Petersburg (Leningrad) 
under Lord Radstock, is one of the world’s best-qualified 
spiritual writers in Russian. Since spiritual literature is the 
key to the evangelization of the Russians, the burden of re- 
sponsibility for this stupendous task rests heavily upon him. 

Pray that God will enable us to meet this challenge. Mil- 
lions of Russians for Christ, is our prayer. Le men in 
the Mission have been engaged in missionary and f work 
among Russians for more than a quarter century. 


Send for a free copy of The Gospel Call, which monthly 
gives news of our missionary and relief work. 


FUNDAMENTAL * INTERDENOMINATIONAL ° EVANGELICAL 





Dept. $137, 1166 Diversey Parkway ¢ Chicago 14, Iilinois 
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SPAIN 


Over 26,000,000 people for whom Jesus died 
have never heard the Gospel in Spain. Aman 
said to one of our evangelists after a service, 

“I am over 70 years old, and I had never heard 
the Gospel until you came.’’ Will you not con- 
tinue to pray with us that we may be able to 
bring His Gospel to every sinner in Spain 
before our Lord’s return? 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 
; North American Headquarters 
Rev. Zacarias P, Carles, B.A., L.Th., $.C.T. 
Founder and Director 
3 Hillsboro Avenue Toronto 5, Canada 





























Get the Most Out of Your Bible Study! 


Send 15c for the JANUARY ’47 issue of the , 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY 
Read installment one of Dr. D. L. C "s new series 
on THE LAWS OF INTERPRETATION. Year’s 
subscription, $1.50 U. S. A., $1.65 Canada. Write 

THE BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC. 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept.ST Los Angéles 31, Calif. 


THE SHEPHERD PSALM 
R. L. MOYER, D.D. 
and nearly 100 other booklets and tracts for 
25 cents ’ 








THE SALVATION TRACT SOCIETY 
179 S. Grdndview Ave. Pittsburgh 5, Pa. 


“The Word at Work" 


Y¥ and old alike; the sick and disabled re- 
ceive God's printed Word FREE by cdging to 
y- 


read a chapter of the Testament 
National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council of the’ 
Pocket Testament League, Ine. 


ORGANIZED 1916 - INCORPORATED 1917 
710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Thie work is made bh 
= petite through your prayers 








In CALIFORNIA it’s 


BIBLE BOOK STORE, Carleton E. Null, Inc. 
826 FIFTEENTH ST. OAKLAND 12, CALIF. 
FOR . 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
A postal brings large free poster and descriptive 
list of materials. 





GLAD TIDINGS 
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divide the word of truth,” and there 
are evident resulting misconceptions. 
There is much valuable illustrative 
material, and the messages in the main 
make profitable reading. “Playing the 
Fool,” a sermon with splendid admoni- 
tion to young people from the Book of 
Proverbs, is fine and much needed. The 
sermon entitled “Three Popular Bibles,” 
conceived at the time President Roose- 
velt asked the nation to read the Bible 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas, is 
very weak. He recommends that the 
Jewish reader read the Old Testament; 
that the Catholic read his Douay ver- 
sion, with its apocryphal books (to 
which Sampey attributes much spiritual 
value); that the Protestant read the 
Bible. Such reading, we are told, will 
enrich life here and prepare the reader 
for life everlasting, but he does not 
make clear at all that unless reading of 
the Bible leads to or is based upon per- 
sonal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ it 
is valueless in preparing one for the 
life to come. 


Trials of Great Men of the Bible. By 
Clarence E. Macartney. (Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., 
$1.50.) Fifteen outstanding men of the 
Bible are herein presented from the 
standpoint of the trials or testings of 
their lives. At onetime the test was 
temptation to evil, as in the case of 
Joseph; another time one of conscience, 
as was Daniel’s; not infrequently the 
trial was a very painful one, as was 
Job’s suffering, Paul’s thorn in the flesh, 
and our Lord’s trial in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. It is Dr. Macartney’s de- 
sire that, by so presenting God’s testing 
of these Scriptural giants, modern men 
may more easily surmount their own 
testing periods. 

These vivid biographical sketches are 
presented in such a facile style that they 
are “as readable as fiction,” and like- 
wise are evangelical in tone and bene- 
ficial for the spiritual need of the Chris- 
tian. The excellence of “the author’s 


style, which is hard. to surpass, coupled - 


with the comfort and inspiration which 
these studies afford, make these ser- 
mons a rare delight to the reader. 


Tabernacle Alphabet. By Charles E. 
Pont. (Loizeaux Bros., New- York 10; 
$2.) This book, which has an introduc- 
tion by Dr, Ironside, is written by a 
skilled artist, whose work is included 
in the permanent collections of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the New 
York Public Library, and the Library 
of Congress. He wrote the book as a 
result of a commission to paint a set 
of full-color pictures of the Tabernacle. 
His research in this regard resulted in 
an abundance of material dealing with 
the physical details of the Tabernacle, 
and the typical significance of its vari- 
ous parts. Mr. Pont has taken this data 
and from it has arranged a series of 
brief articles, in alphabetical order, on 
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the structure, furnishings, and other as- 
pects of this building, showing the 
truths revealed here, and their appli- 
cation to the Christian life. Here, tod, 
are reproductions of a series of care- 
fully-executed, drawings and paintings 
that will help the reader to visualize, as 
he perhaps has never previously been 
able, the wonders of the Tabernacle. 
The author’s approach is sane and Scrip- 
tural, and he displays a wholesome lack 
of dogmatism concerning details of in- 
terpretation. The book appeals to the 
eye and to the mind, and it carries a 
Christ-honoring message. Moreoyer, it 
will serve as a valuable work of refer- 
ence for students of the Word. 


The Sign That Saves. By Alvin O. 
Carlson. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 38 cents.) Mr. Carlson, 
who served as a chaplain in the recent 
war, tells in this pamphlet something of 
his experiences in the midst of battle, 
and of the spiritual truths illustrated 
by those experiences. Chaplain Carlson’s 
outfit was in France in the summer of 
1944, when the Germans suddenly coun- 
terattacked, and he here writes of the 
lessons God brought home to his own 
heart during those bitter days. He 
warns against the danger of underesti- 
mating our spiritual foe, and he reminds 
us of the awful cost of lack of discipline, 
whether in an army or among the Lord’s 
people. He stresses the blessed truth 
that salvation is only made available 
through.the blood of Christ, and that- 
through His blood, we have a threefold 
blessing — salvation, security, and serv- 
ice. Again and again the author sounds 
a clear, uncompromising call for a re- 
turn to the eternal truths of the Word. 
Out of hardship and danger, he has come 
back to remind us of the absolute neces- 
sity of the new birth, and to point us 
to the centrality of the cross of Christ. 
He writes with deep conviction, and his 
words have the authority of Scripture 
and of his own experiences in the midst 
of suffering and death. 


A Devotional Commentary on The 
Acts of the Apostles. By J. C. Macaulay, 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) Christians who 
have read and been blessed by Pastor 
Macaulay’s previous volume on the Gos. 
pel of John will welcome this new book 
with real enthusiasm. Like its prede- 
cessor, the work under consideration is 
characterized by a reverent, thoughtful, 
and eminently practical presentation of 
the truths of God’s Word. The chap- 
ters of the book are apparently exposi- 
tory sermons that the author has 
preached to his own congregation, and 
they provide a devotional commentary 
in the best sense of the term. 

Each ‘passage is carefully outlined 
(Mr. Macaulay has a real gift in this 
respect), and the treatment is marked 
by well-chosen illustrations and a con- 
stant insistence on the application of 
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the age-old truths of Acts to the lives 
of individual Christians and to the 


Church of Christ today. This is popu- - 


lar preaching, in the sense that it meets 
people where they are, in the midst of 
their needs, and’ shows God’s provision 
fot them. It is Biblical preaching, in 
the sense that it is solidly based on the 
Word of God, and is given to the ex- 
planation and application of that Word. 
Here is offered the, fruit of reverent 
study and deep devotion to Christ and 
those for whom He died. This is a 
book worthy of reading and of careful 
study. 


Dead at the Top, or the Present Status 
of Evolution. By Maurice Dametz. (Den- 
ver Bible College Press, 2047 Glenarm 
Place, Denver 5, Colo., dloth, $1.25; 
paper, 60 cents.) Today there is real need 
to show the fallacies of evolution. The 
appearance of this book, like most of 
the popular antievolutionary books, em- 
phasizes the need for a volume writ- 
ten by one who is trained in biology 
and anthropology. Any serious effort 
to combat evolution is commendable, 
but already we have quite a number 
of books written by sincere Christians 
whose main qualification is that they 
have read much on the subject. 


Mr. Dametz’ book is divided into 
three parts: Evolutionary Trends; Evo- 
lution is Unproved; and Evolution is 
Disproved. He deals with the reasons 
for opposing evolution, with missing 
links, biology, paleontology, anthropol- 
ogy, archaeology, psychology, and other 
fields in which evolution is involved. 
He gathers many statements to illus- 
trate his points, taking them both 
from evolutionists and antievolutionists. 
Sometimes scholars of first rank are 
quoted besides amateurs jn the field; an 
evaluation of sources would be helpful 
in such cases. The title of the book, 
“Dead at the Top,” is used by the author 
to indicate that an ever-increasing num- 
ber of scientists in all fields of science 
“have abandoned the theory” (p. 105). 
While it is true that several scientists 
have pointed out difficulty in certain 
aspects of evolution, the theory still re- 
mains the basis of study in practically 
all fields, as anyone who has been to 
a non-Christian university can testify. 
We should not- oversimplify the task, 
for much work remains to be done by 
Christian scholars. 

One weakness of the book lies in the 
fact that it is not fully documented. 
On page 37, we read that Professor 
Coulter of the University of Chicago 
says, “It is generally believed that ac- 
quired characteristics are not inherited.” 
If a high school or college student should 
quote this to his teacher, he would d- 
ably be confronted immediately / /ith 
the questions, “Who is Professor Uoul- 
ter? What subject does he teach? In 
what book did he say that?” The 
reader of Mr. Dametz’ book would be 
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left with no answer. On page 37, the 
statements by Wissler and O’Toole are 
not ascribed to any work by those 
writers, and the same is true in the 
reference to the view of Professor Ray- 
mond of Harvard (p. 98), as in other 
instances as well. 


In dealing with scientific material, one 
should be careful not to overstate the 
case. On page 85, the writer says, “The 
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Temple of Jupiter Baal is considered 
among the oldest of buildings. It is 
located at Baalbhek, Syria.” Actually 
this building goes back only to the be- 
ginning of the Christian Era, being less 
than two thousand years old; many 
older structures may be seen in the Near 
East. On page 96, he states, “What evo- 
lutionist can go back farther than the 
pyramids?” Actually, the pyramids are 
now dated about 2500 B.C. Much took 
place before that time, including most 
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“Draw Out Thy Soul to the 
Hungry” deaian 58:10) 


An aged Congo chief, taking leave of a home- 
coming missionary, most earnestly pleaded, 
“Please, white man, send us teachers. Please 
send them — soon !” 

Millions of Christless souls in Africa are starv- 
ing for want of the “Bread of Life” — crying, 
pleading for help: 

Will you join us in prayer for these needy 
ones? “Draw out thy soul to the hungry”! 

The U. T. M. is extending its ministry this 
year to reach many new villages with the 
Gospel. So that you might pray with under- 
standing we have prepared informative litera- 
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From Appreciative Readers 





HE following expressions of gratitude for THe Sunpay ScHoor Times are 

taken from recent letters from widely scattered members of the TIMEs 
family. These letters are typical of those that are received in the Times 
offices every week. 


“The Trmes is very much to me. Praise God for such a paper! I 
remember all the staff and those who have the work of getting it out. God 
bless you all.”—California. ° 


“Tue Sunpay Schoo: Times comes to me regularly, and has for many 
years. I am very dependent upon it for church news, uplifting and pete | 
articles, and help in preparing lessons for the young adult group with whic 
I am working. I appreciate its ‘true to the Bible’ spirit, and am always 
confident that information I secure from Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes I need 
not sift for the real truths, Thank you for such a worth-while and spiritual 
paper that keeps ‘near to the heart of Christ’. in the “=e which you give 
us. I note your request for prayer for your staff, and I DO pray for you.”— 
Washington. 


“For some months now I have received’ copies of your valuable paper. 
It is no Te for me to say that it is one of the most interestin 
riodicals of its kind I have ever read, filled, as it is, with sound evangelica 
aching and items of news which every Christian should know.”—England. 


“I value this most spiritual paper more than I can humanly express. I 
appreciate the fact that due to the high spiritual tone of the paper, it means 
much waiting upon the Lord for His Spirit’s leading. May the Holy Spirit 
constantly urge you to ‘wait — on Him, that always. you shall be 
willing ‘to spend and be spent’ for our dear Lord, This goes for all con- 
nected with the carrying on of your work.”’—Pennsylvania. | 


“I couldn’t keep house, not my spiritual house — without the S.S.T. It 
surely helps me set it in order, and keep it dusted, and aired out. How many 
feet it has kept from straying only God can count! I pray that, as one by 
one the great laborers in the Tres family are called Home, will raise 
up others to fill their places, and that the paper may continue on .with its 
present blessings and helpfulness until He comes.”—Michigan. 


“Every year I plan to write and thank you again for sending me the Times 
as a gift. I make use of each copy here and then send it to Burma, all marked 
up, for use of Christian workers who need it. I am not on salary and God 
provides for my needs in various wonderful ways. 1 GREATLY appreciate the 
= of the Times, which was used by my grandfather and father before me, and 

y myself during 21 years in Burma as a Baptist missionary.”—New Jersey. 


“I'm so c a friend urged me to subscribe to your paper quite afew 
yenes agoy feel I'm standing on solid rock whenever I read its pages of 
‘undamental truths and it’s a joy to qutte from its pages. As a pupil and a 
Sunday school teacher I find it a wonderful help in preparing my lessons, and 
the front page poems are a daily inspiration.”—Maine, 


“We find the peper among the best, even the best, of them all. With best 
wishes to you and with prayers also for God’s continued blessing upon you 
all and upon the paper as it goes out weekly.”—West Africa. 


“I have been a reader of the Times for almost two years, and I wish to 
take this o ping to thank you for all the help you furnish the preacher 
who is try to uphold the fundamentals of our faith in a careless, shallow 
community. e inspiration, the information, and the fellowship in the things 
of the Spirit are absolutely priceless to me. God bless you and make your 
work increasingly fruitful.”"—New York. 


Are there friends or acquaintances who you wish might enjoy just such 
blessings as these in 1947? You may send them the paper for whatever period 
you desire for a surprisingly small cost. The coupon shown below. is for 
your con¥enience. Just attach it to a list of mames and addresses of those 
to whom you want the paper sent, and enclose the proper amount. 





The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Please send THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes to the persons named in the 
attached list, for the period indicated below: 
subscriptions, 24-weeks at $1 a subscription, $ 
single subscriptions, one year at $2.25 each, $.... 
ae subscriptions (5 or more in one order), one year at $1.75 each, $.. 
subscriptions, five years at $8.75 each, $........ 
Canada, add 25 cents per year; foreign, add 50 cents per year. 
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of the events of the first eleven chap- 
ters of Genesis. 

Such popular books against evolution 
have filled. in the gap for many years. 
If they, would inspire a Christian spe- 
cialist in the field to write a well docu- 
mented work, we should all’ be grateful. 


Wooed and Won. By David Kirk. (Loi- 
zeaux Bros., New York 10; 20 cents.) 
The parable of Genesis 24 needs no ex- 
planation to Bible students, but Mr. 
Kirk has here &amplified its precious 
lessons in four brief messages — “The 
Introduction,” “The Servant Intimacy,” 
“The Bride,” and “The Meeting.” By 
bringing together related truths from 
other parts of the Bible and lighting 
the whole with pointed illustrations, he 
develops an unusual evangelistic appeal. 
For example, the “Wilt thou?” asked of 
Rebekah, brings out the thought of a 
wedding’s double affirmative. Hence 
the Lord Jesus also is asked, “Wilt Thou 
have this poor sinner —?” 


The Nazi “88” Made Believers. By 
Chaplain H. P. Abbott. (Otterbein Press, 
Dayton, Ohio, $2.) At a service on the 
field of battle, every man in a particu- 
lar reserve Tank Battalion was present. 
The amazed chaplain asked: “Men, how 
does it happen we have such a large 
attendance today? Back at Fort Knox, 
I had to urge some of you to go to 
church.” To this question a sergeant 
replied, “Chaplain, those German 88’s 
are making believers out of us.” This 
remark provides the title of this book, 
which is the account of the experiences 
of this chaplain, particularly in the 
French North African campaign. There 
are many interesting and sometimes 
heart-rending stories, as well as much 
valuable local color and information. 

Spititually the book is disappointing. 
The spiritual terminology consists in 
such phrases as, “profession of religion,” 
“religion . . . the great morale factor,” 
“extra prayer” in time of danger, and 
death as passing on “to the Great Be- 
yond.” Christianity seems to be mainly 
a resolution made unto the Lord in a 
time of danger that “if I ever get out 
of there, I’ll never gamble, use profan- 
ity, or drink again,” and that “I'll be 
a Christian!” It can only be hoped that 
the: actual battlefield Gospel preached 
by this chaplain was clearer and more 
Scriptural than is manifest in these 
otherwise interesting pages. 


Currie of Chissamba. By John T. 
Tucker. (Published by The United 
Church of Canada, Toronto 2B, Canada, 
60 cents.) This is the life story of Wal- 
ter Currie, pioneer missionary among 
the Bihé people of Angola, after whom 
the great Currie Training Institute at 
Dondi was later named. Certainly he 
was, as the natives were wont to say, 
omunu muele, a real man. He was edu- 
cated at McGill University in the days 
of Sir William Dawson. In summer 
vacations he worked at blacksmithing 
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and carpentry with pioneer life in view. 
He went among the hinterland natives 
of Angola at a time when whites were 
scarcely known to them, and his life 
with them for long was trying and un- 
comfortable because of their brutality 
and ignorance. One violent chief was 
not made any lovelier by the demijohns 
of whiskey that he bought from traders. 


Currie chose to work among the men 
of Bihé because they are great travelers 
and, when converted, could make pio- 
neering evangelists. He taught them to 
build proper homes, and made hoes for 
them himself at the forge. He gave them 
medical help. He translated. He trained 
boys in school. He himself built wagons 
to bring supplies.from the distant coast 
port and entrusted them to native 
drivers. Like other African mission- 
aries, Laws and Crawford, he intro- 
duced new varieties of seed, new stocks 
of ducks and geese and turkeys. With 
his endless cares he was indeed a living 
exemplar of the African proverb, “A 
headman is like a rubbish heap. Every- 
thing comes to him.” 


He fought the slave traffic; he fought 
the rum traffic. He fought grasping and 
dishonest white traders. He started 
stores where the natives could have 
a square deal. He spent himself to the 
limit and was ever suffering with ma- 
laria. Such was his isolation that it 
took three months for a letter carried 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


in a bundle on a native head to reach 
him. 

His village at Chissamba_was a model 
and excited commendation by all who 
passed through it, and, when “the Sun- 
day flag” went up, people,thronged the 
church. There were two thousand in 
full fellowship of “the path” (cf. “the 
way” in Acts, Gr., passim). He was a 
powerful preacher, and it is no easy 
task to preach powerfully in another 
tongue. He evangelized persistently, was 
out in all weathers, teaching the people 
and healing the sick. Finally his iron 
constitution could stand it no longer, 
and he retired to Vancouver whence 
after a few short years he passed to 
his reward. 


One more name added to the great 
list of “all those who obtained a good 
report through faith.” 


A New Song. By Bertha B. Moore. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) Sylvia Hayes is a 
happy Christian girl, who neither dances, 
plays cards, nor attends movies, and is 
not afraid to give her reasons why. 
Moreover, life’s various problems are 
taken, as they arise, to the Lord Jesus 
for solution.. The first of these was that 
of marriage to Fred Redding, her sol- 
dier fiance, before he was shipped over- 
seas. The last, three years later, is 
something that might have plunged 
Sylvia into the very depths, for Fred 
returns badly wounded and obsessed 
with the notion that wife and parents 
have treated him with cruel coldness 
and neglect. He even imagines him- 
self in love with his attractive nurse. 
But the brave little wife keeps on trust- 
ing and committing, until the Lord heals 
her husband in mind and spirit as well 
as body. Here is a splendid message 
for those who seek understanding in 
their contacts with returning servicemen. 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Committee. 


March 31 to April 6 

Mon.—John 19:38-42. The Burial of Jesus. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “He was buried” 
(1 Cor. 15:4). The wonders in Christ’s 
redeeming work can be stated in four 
words: His incarnation, sacrifice, burial, 
and resurrection. When Christ was born, 
the hope of salvation rose like the morn- 
ing star; when He bled for our sins and 
was buried for a season, that hope 
seemed eclipsed; when He rose from the 
dead, our hope of eternal life was fully 
confirmed; but when we see Him, that 
hope will be realized. Christ’s death and 
burial supplies hope and peace as we 
enter. the “valley of the shadow of 
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What Will Bring Revival? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 


much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 


25 cents, postpaid 
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death.” We shall rise! Pray for Latin 
American Prayer Fellowship, Box 5237, 
Los Angeles 55. 
Tues—John 20:1-10. The Resurrection of Jesus. 
Prayer Succestions: “He must rise 
again from the dead.” This was not 
realized by the apostles until Christ was 
risen from the dead. His resurrection, 
the most amazing fact connected with 
the redeeming work of our Lord, must 
be believed in order to experience salva- 
tion. (See Rom. 10:9, 10; 1 Pet, 1:21.) 


His resurrection insures ours. It is the 
blessed hope of the Christian. Pray for 
the Hebron Mission, Inc. (China); 1200 
State St., Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Wed.—John 20:11-18, 
The Risen Lord Appears to Mary. 
PraYerR Sutcestions: “Mary Magdalene 
came and told the disciples that she had 
seen the Lord.” Christ appeared first to 
a woman. Her testimony, doubted at 
first by the disciples, was fully confirmed 
later. Mary, just as the disciples, re- 
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Book of a Lifetime ... for a lifetime 


*% CHRISTIAN HERALD: Dr. Daniel A. Poling: 
**Most effective aid to Bible reading and study I have 
ever known.” Dr. Frank S..Mead: ‘For general back- 
ground Bible information I have seen no better book . . . 
scholarly and readable . . . with never a dull page.” 


*% SUNDAY MAGAZINE: “The book of a lifetime. A 
modern wonder-book among religious publications .. . So 
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little book ... 


“A truly remarkable 
a tremendous wealth of valuable and 
pertinent information ... a reservoir of profound Bible 
knowledge ... of amazing richness 
fundamentals of the faith.” 


* MOODY MONTHLY: “An astounding amount of 
related material makes this big, little book a real com- 
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honest is ite approach and cosmopolitan its ¢ tent : it 
ia received by every e P 
in the country ...in conservative schools and cueninaston 


from coast to coast.” 

* CHURCH MANAGEMENT, Dr. Wm. H. Leach: 
“Lam amazed by the breadth of its material, its compact- 
ness, its ueefulness, and its. low price. The scholarship is 
good, and ite writing is splendid.” 

* PULPIT DIGEST: “No similar book so fully meets 
the needs of students for authentic Bitle information.” 
* THE PROTESTANT VOICE: “The best small 
Biblical. commentary in the English language .. .” 


* WATCHMAN-EXAMINER (Baptist) : “Every page 
is packed with information of such value end dependency 
as to make it indispensable.” 


* DR. CHAS. W. KOLLER, President Northern 
Baptist Seminary, Chicago: “Every professor who 
has mentioned the book in my hearing has done so in 
enthusiastic terms. 

* DR. THOMAS 8. BROCK, Formerly Lecturer in 
Temple University, Philadelphia (Now Methodist 
pastor at Lake Worth, Fia.): “I consider it the most 
valuable book I know for Bible reference work.’ 


* DR. W. D. TURKINGTON, Asbury College, 
Wiimore, Ky.: “I think it is one of the best little books 
of Bible information that it has been my privilege to see.” 


* WALTHER LEAGUE MESSENGER (Lutheran): 
“We are to it to our readers... Asa 
stimulus to private Bible reading and as a guide to group 
Bible Study, it merits wide use in our circles, 


* AUGUSTANA QUARTERLY (Lutheran), Dr. 
Oscar Olson: “I know of no book more serviceable for 
Bible readers than this handy volume.” 


pendi for Bible students.” 


* DR. WILBUR M. SMITH, Author, Peloubet’s 
Select Notes, Professor, Moody Bible Iustitute: 

“I do not know any single volume which puts so much 
important material in such a small space. Especially do 
I like the impression which the book gives of dependa- 
bility and accuracy.” 


* CHRISTIAN LIFE AND TIMES: “This book will 
no doubt become a classic of Bible comment ... of 
inestimable value.” 
* YOUTH FOR CHRIST Magazine: “The foremost 
handy-size volume of Bible helps in existence . . . highly 
recommended as a must for every young Christian's 
library.” 
* FORTH Magazine (Episccpalian): “Amazing is 
the only word which can be used to describe this book . . . 
a with plainly worded data about Biblical contents 
. It ought to be on bookshelves everywhere.” 
+ THE PRESBYTERIAN: “This outstanding book . 
this amazing work . . . the compact equivalent of a Bible 
Dictionary and Encyclopedia. s 
* DR. JOHN TIMOTHY STONE, President — 
tus, Presbyterian S Chi my 
judgment, it is the best cimgle. and brief Sestnects on 
the Bible which we have.” 
* DR. FREDERICK D. KERSHNER, (Disciple) 
Butler Universit¥, Indianapolis: ‘Without any excep- 
tion, dt is the best popular handbook of the type with 
which I am acquainted.” 


* CHRISTIAN STANDARD (Disciple): “Prepared 
from a sane and conservative viewpoint, the book is 
a condensed encyclopedia of helpful information.’’ 

* DAVID C. COOK'S “New Century Leader’’: 
“All the Biblical information one’s heart could desire. . .”” 
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quired from Christ convincing proof of ay 
His resurrection from the dead,.‘Criti- 

cize neither Mary nor the disciples. It 
is a common fault of ours also to make 
spiritual applications of the actual resur- 
rection of Christ. Pray that on this 


Easter Sunday many ministers of Christ = 


will preach, through the Lord Jesus, the 
resurrection of the dead. 


Thurs.—John 20:19-21, 26-31. 
The Risen Lord and Eleven Apostles. 
Prayer Succestions: “After eight days 
again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut, and stood ih the midst, 
and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith ; 
he to ‘Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, ¢ 
and behold my hands; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my side: 
and be not faithless, but believing. And 
Thomas answered and said unto him, My 
Lord and my God.” .By many infallible 
proofs, Christ showed Himself alive after 
His passion. The witnesses are credible. 
The fact: is the best established of all 
the facts of Christianity. The apostles 
knew and declared that God had raised 
Him from the dead. Pray that the force 
of the truth of His resurrection and.our 
own may grip you. 





Fri.—John 21:1-14, 
The Risen Lord and Seven Apostles. 
Prayer Succestions: “Simon Peter, and 
Thomas called Didymius, and Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebe- 
dee, and two other of his disciples.” 
These men, of whom the Scriptures say 
some interesting things, were given a 
special manifestation of the risen Lord. 
Dwell upon their names; think what that 
visit of the risen Lord meant*to them: 
manifestation, humiliation, restoration, 
adoration, and obligation. Pray that you 
may also be overwhelmed by the glory 
of the resurrection of Christ, and know 
its power as you live and serve. 


Sat.—John 21:15-19. The Risen Lord and Peter. 

Prayer Succestions: “Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?” 
We do not yet fully know why Jesus 
selected these six witnesses to Peter’s 
restoration. Their state of mind and 
heart not only fitted them to accept 
Peter’s invitation to go fishing, but these 
six men evidently were fit to witness 
Peter’s humiliation and _ confession. 
Churches need such men on membership 











committees. Pray for the restoration of iy 


backslidden Christians of your acquaint- 


ance. oe ee ” 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 15:12-26, ° ee 
“He Must Reign.” comwwom af 
PrayeR SvucGcestions: “He must => ™ 
reign.” God cannot be turned aside. _ © == 2 
Who can withstand His purposes? He »zw «3 
who is over all, blessed forever, work- “™ = hi 
eth ail things after the counsel of His “ “~ <i ‘ 
own will. His Kingdom will come not- i : 
withstanding all that the gates of hell ver 
can do against it. Have faith in God. -- an ' 
Pray for the coming of the Kingdom ~w 
of Christ: po we 
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